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Packard, Vance The Waste good garment because fashion change, any 
McKay. Sept. 340p. $4.50. (Ila) one who has been appalled the growing trend toward 
Vance Packard’s latest book will delight anyone shoddy quality and workmanship new products, 
who has suffered the agony having shelve per- any one who has had his fill the 


has 
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ophy that has come dominate American life. 


And who Mr. Packard’s charges about the gen- 
eral collapse merchandising standards will come 
shock most Americans. simply has gathered 
into one forthright volume the sentiments most de- 
cent citizens who are revolted the manner which 
the nation squandering its talents, resources and 
energies. Although the author’s subect “waste,” 
ranges deeply into the ever-expanding commercialism 
American life, and raises some serious questions 
about the true value our much-trumpeted economic 
gains. Author the previous best-sellers The Hidden 
Persuaders and The Status Seekers, here attempt- 
ing more than mere expose our national foibles; 
calling into question some the fundamental 
premises the so-called life,” American style. 
This blunt, forcefully written book which boils with 
indignation. deserves the wide readership un- 
doubtedly will attract. 


concrete detail, Mr. Packard examines the vicious 
techniques which are being employed make the 
American citizen voracious and compulsive consumer, 
from the promotion double-ring weddings the 
packaging items costly and wasteful disposable 
containers (salt throwaway boxes costs seventeen 
times much salt bought the pound). His finger 
points accusingly the great American game 
“planned obsolescence,” under which consumer goods 
deliberately are produced for brief life span. Some- 
times features are built-in assure the worthlessness 
the article long before normally would worn 


out. The gargantuan automotive industry is, course, 
one the principal offenders this respect, but the 
perspicacious Mr. Packard also bares the death-dating 
rugs, light bulbs, clothing, home appliances, even 


portable chairs. assails the economic forces con- 
trolling fashion, nail polish manufacturer alternates 
“bold” and “muted” tones assure that his enamel 
never used but just goes out style). 
the emphasis “new,” Mr. Parkard finds, showing 
how big business can dictate consumer attitudes toward 
style changes. has harsh words for modern gadgetry, 
which only increases costs repairs and replacements. 
His investigation leads logically studies charlatan 
trade-in practices, sky-the-limit credit buying, and lurid 
advertising techniques, particularly those aimed the 
well-heeled teen-age market. Value the hidden ball, 
asserts, and the United States losing ground 
foreign competitors even the nation recklessly de- 
pletes its resources. 


Sometimes his iconoclastic cries are shrill. seems 
petty, for example, object the replacement hand 
mowers power mowers grounds that adult males 
need the exercise, and the author certainly hasn’t looked 
suburbia lately when asserts that “lawns are get- 
ting smaller all the time.” Elsewhere, seems con- 
done the widescale abortions through which Japan 
“controlling” its population, solution which many 
persons find sinful and terrifying. the whole, how- 
ever, his approach population problems reasoned 
and factual. 


Mr. Packard offers some suggestions how the trend 
wastefulness can curbed. Principally, redirec- 
tion efforts from consumer luxuries and toward more 
cultural, educational and recreational objectives ad- 
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vocated. seems indicate that leadership thi 
realignment goals should come from 
rather than free enterprise, which might dangeroy 
position. Pork barrel one our most glaring 
stances waste. Take leave the author’s remedies 
however, must credited with outstanding 
nalistic effort stating the problem, speaking 
boldly against our scandalous prodigality. There 
few wasted words this book. 

John Clarke, Ph.D., 

The Scranton Times 


Dickson, Lovat The 
Atheneum. Sept. 20,1960. 270p. $4.00. (I) 


Memories childhood and youth have engrossed many 
writers and countless readers. Some 
accounts owe their success largely the famous 
sonalities the author knew, perhaps because the 
fame his own parents. Others interest for the 
formation the insights which help understand 
the man and his work. Still others, and believe 
The Ante-Room fits here, inevitably fascinate 
their honesty and style. Mr. Lovat Dickson writes 
the years before achieved great success editor 
the Fortnightly Review and the Review Reviews and 


later executive both his own publishing firm 


and Macmillan London. 


The memories form compelling fable. Mr. 
father was mining engineer whose income provided 
his family comfortable living even the remote 
regions Australia and Central Africa. The 
memory these early years beautifully summoned 
and powerfully recorded. cannot imagine reader 
who would not relish every episode that Mr. Dickson 
recaptures for us. not any means superficial 
account; hides detail his desires, his 
his loneliness, his grief. The book has the honesty 
the confesional without trace cynicism 
mentality. 

Born the start the century, Mr. Dickson started 
out Australian mining camp, grew Southem 
Rhodesia, moved along English public 
When his family moved Canada, took his firs 
job fifteen dairy farm. this time his mother, 
whom was deeply attached, died cancer. 
quit the dairy farm join the Canadian near 
the close World War Released shortly thereafter, 
Mr. Dickson was briefly shipyard worker, 
worker, miner, and then, more successfully, 
paper man British Columbia mining town 
his father was employed. 

After this varied career, Mr. Dickson, twenty-one, 
returned school. achieved high honors 
student the University Alberta 
Teaching did not prove very satisfying 
tion thereafter, and just the close the volume 
engaged for editorial work the owner the English 
Review. 

There are many portraits the book that are 
nificently drawn, among them those his native “boy’ 
Africa; his mother; and Dr. Broadus, his 
English 

Despite the hardships and loneliness that characteriz 
his youth, Mr. Dickson never asks pity 
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does pity himself. The account moves quickly. 
There are let-downs pauses. And Mr. Dickson’s 
humor, occasionally his own expense, adds further 
pleasure for the reader. Here sensitive, beautifully 


written memoir! 
Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Morison, Samuel Eliot 

Victory the Pacific, 1945 
Brown. Oct. 370p. $6.50. 
Author Morison continues his excellent, detailed and 
interesting History United States Naval Operations 
World War II. This, the fourteenth and final nar- 
rative volume, covers the period from February, 1945, 
the signing the peace treaty. 


positon was needed about midway between Saipan 
and the southern Japanese mainland both provide 
emergency landing facilities for the bombers making 
the long run and base for the fighter escorts they 
needed. Iwo Jima, the Bonins, was chosen. Taking 
Jima proved the most difficult and the most 
both men and material, all the amphibious 
operations yet undertaken. 


The pattern set the Japanese Peleliu and expanded 
Leyte and Lingayen was further improved. There 
were more attempts stop landing anni- 
hilating the water’s edge. Now the Japanese land 
forces “were hold out long possible without 
and General Kuribayashi made the 
most every opportunity “sell the island the 
highest possible price.” The defenses were carefully 
set that they could not knocked out naval 
bombardment air bombing; many were caves and 
tunnels. Only direct, almost point blank, range could 
they knocked out. 


But knocked out they were, after days some 
the hardest and bloodiest fighting the war. Yet, just 
two weeks later most the naval units that had played 
such large part the taking Iwo Jima were, with 
many others, (for the next was even larger 
undertaking), standing off the beaches Okinawa. 


Okinawa was provide the location for the air and 
naval base needed for the then scheduled invasion 
the Japanese home islands. Taking proved longer, 
even bloodier task than the taking Iwo Jima. 


Almost three months were needed; almost three months 
during which the Navy was called upon for almost 
the clock fire support while supplying the neces- 
sary food, material and ammunition; 
months which the kamikazes delivered attack after 
attack, committing almost 1500 planes ten con- 
centrated attacks and many more smaller efforts. 
The destroyer pickets, stationed give warning the 
approach the kamikazes, bore the brunt their at- 
tacks with very heavy losses. “Few missiles weapons 
have ever spread such flaming terror, such scorching 
burns, such searing death did the kamikaze his 
onslaughts the radar picket ships.” 
“Radar picket duty this operation might well 
symbol supreme arhievement our naval tradi- 
tions,” 


The book largely, and quite rightly, about the opera- 
tions against Iwo Jima and Okinawa and the continued 


air strikes the fast carrier groups. opportunity 
offered, the ships refueled and replenished their sup- 
plies and ammunition bases such that Ulithi. 
But many them obtained all their needs from the 
ships the Logistic Supply Group for days and weeks 
atime. one occasion, the ships Halsey’s Task 
Force took on, sea, 64,000 tons supplies two 
days time “which was more than the stevedores 
port like Boston then handled week.” 


Also included are summaries submarine activities 
during the period, the loss the Indianapolis, the 
dropping the A-bomb, Task Force 38’s operations 
against the Japanese mainland during the last days 
the war and the surrender. 


These were the main events. But there were many 
others. What the tremendous build-up, already well 
underway, for the invasion the Japanese mainland? 
What the huge shore establishment with its many 
bases and smaller units that did much make 
success possible? What the floating dry docks, built 
sections and towed bases the rear areas, which 
did much reduce the time damaged ships were 
out action repaired the more seriously damaged 
sufficiently for them make the long trip home? What 
the men who did these things, the many thous- 
ands, from admiral seaman, who spent many 
months the islands and atolls the Pacific? 


The History has already taken fourteen volumes. Every 
detail could not possibly covered, but there were 
many things, which those mentioned above are but 
few, that had such great effect the final result 
that regretable that they were mentioned only 
passing if, indeed, they were mentioned all. Even so, 
the book interesting, almost fascinating reading and 
recommended for all. 

Moses, 

Captain, Navy (Retired), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Lewis, Arthur 
The Worlds Chippy Patterson 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 28,1960. $5.00. (Ila) 


“Philadelphia lawyer” descriptive expression which 
has become much part the American language 
that merits definition Webster: very shrewd 
lawyer, esp. one versed the intricacies legal ter- 
minology; now disparaging, but originally from the high 
colonial reputation the Philadelphia bar.” Chippy 
Patterson was Philadelphia lawyer. His ancestors 
were prominent even before Colonial times and were 
Proper Philadelphians impeccable reputation until 
the time when Chippy broke with his Chestnut Hill 
background and took defending, very shrewdly, the 
denizens the underworld and gangsterdom. Whether 
you approve him not, (there are many shades 
opinion Philadelphia), his story fascinating one. 
Christopher (Chippy) Stuart Patterson Jr. was born 
1875 2003 Delancey Place the stylish Ritten- 
house Square section Philadelphia. His father was 
prominent lawyer, counsel for the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, and millionaire whose wealth derived from rail- 
road investments. His mother was Ellen Stuart whose 
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family had been active Philadelphia affairs since 1697 
and who claimed kinship Scottish and English 
royalty. Obviously, Chippy’s ancestry would 
geneaologist’s delight. fashionable 
Delancey Academy and later, when the family built 
Gracehill Chestnut Hill, Germantown Academy. 
received his law degree from the University. 
Philadelphia nearly everyone says the University in- 
stead Penn. was the typical education for boy 
his social background. But Chippy Patterson was 
not the typical boy. the time was eighteen 
had not just sown few wild oats but was the road 
alcoholism. got through law school “the 
mysterious process osmosis,” according one his 
respectable contemporaries and then drifted for seven 
years, away from the law, his family and his socialite 
friends. 

Then one day opened law office and, for want 
anything better do, drifted over Room 453 City 
Hall, Court Oyer and Terminer. the hour 
found himself appointed the court represent 
the penniless defendant homicide case. His de- 
fense was brilliant. His client got off with light 
sentence and Chippy’s career the criminal courts 
was launched. From then on, except for thirty-three 
month stay Kirkbride’s for successful cure his 
alcoholic problem, was the friend and legal defender 
unsavory bunch characters from the Tender- 
loin, Skid Row, the Red Light district, Chinatown and 
the hoodlum world that Prohibition begot. became 
figure reckoned with City Hall and Phila- 
delphia character who often practised out Broad 
Street Station for want better office. The author, 
who saw him the Hall one day, describes his eccen- 
tric aspect: “He was about six feet two three. Un- 
kempt iron-gray hair jutted from beneath tight-fitting, 
dirty, checkered cap; his feet were encased high 
fishing boots; papers bulged from his pockets. His 
progress along the hall was impeded swarm 
noisy little men clamoring for attention. Some screamed 
him, while others tugged the sleeves his tattered 
coat. Every few minutes his fingers dipped into his 
right-hand pocket dig out coin that pressed into 
the hand petitioner. The latter would then shuffle 
off, his place filled once from apparently endless 
reservoir humanity which seemed ooze out 
cracks the floor.” 

This portrait Philadelphia gentleman voluntarily 
gone seed, poses interesting psychological question. 
The author titles his book The Worlds Chippy Pat- 
terson. This the third world, the world the inner 
man, who rejected the glittering world privilege for 
the murky lower depths. Mr. Lewis asks why; but 
does not attempt the answer. leaves the 
reader. shall likewise. Chippy Patterson was too 
complex man pinned down few fine the- 
ories broad generalizations, favorable otherwise. 
There sort dividend The Worlds Chippy 
Patterson. Arthur Lewis has succeeded beautifully 
capturing the peculiar atmosphere Philadelphia. 
the early bygone but splendid security jealously 
guarded the inhabitants Society Hill, Rittenhouse 
Square and later, Chestnut Hill. But better still 
his evocation that world the Philadelphia Lawyer, 
City Hall and its environs. The flavor there and 
although native Philadelphians may enjoy most, 
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seems that anyone who relishes court lore 
find fascinating. 
Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Penna. 


Dohen, Dorothy Women 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 28,1960. 264p. $4.50. 


the catalog room the New York Public Libray 
are thirteen drawers containing 20,000 index 
the subject The present 
this redundance discusses the place women 
present day society the United States with 
reference the Catholic woman her varying 
wife, mother, widow, divorcée, single woman livin 
the world. briefly touches the religious state. 


The book omits what seems fundamental any 
Catholic womanhood: recognition her model 
Mary, who because her acceptance, because 
“knew her place” made possible the redemption 
mankind. “He hath regarded the humility 
handmaid,” she says the Magnificat, 
all generations shall call blessed.” Mary’s 
were first extolled St. Bernard Clairvaux 
eleventh century. The artistic mind 
Italy, seeking for inspiration, found love the 
Madonna, and bringing out the glory the 
na, new love and respect for the women the tim 
was born. Protestantism neglected Mary, but the new 
age Mary has restored her glory during the past cen- 
tury with the defining the dogmas the Immaculate 
Conception and the Assumption. 


The basic chapter entitled The theology woman 
plains the jaundiced view women taken some 
the early Doctors and Fathers the Church, and 
tunately adds, “Needless say, these 
are not part Christian dogma.” 


the chapter, “The Mother—nine pairs hands,” 
the author points out that modern housekeeping tech- 
niques have been used, not free the housewife, but 
only set ever higher standards housekeeping 
She shows how the simplification housework has taken 
the creativity out and actually reduced 
ery, dull that even the young mother glad escape 
from into the world business. Many current prob 
lems result from the business-centered economy today 
and the necessary mobility the family unit which 
demands. 

The strongest chapters this book are the last two, 
Education women, and Toward spirituality 
women, and they well repay careful study. The former 
points out both broad and specific aims such training 
and makes definite suggestions for balanced 
lum line with the call Pope Pius XII for 
tion provide women with culture not mere 
imagination and sentiment, but one built truth and 
faith, culture which would mould woman 
strong, active Christian character.” 


Like many present day writings the book over 
whelming its pre-occupation with difficulties, 
ties, and disappointments. This understandable 
cause offered serious study, and this study 
been made and for the most part soundly. 
But does not present true picture the Catholic 
woman the United States today, because her 
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like every life, one joy and sorrow. does not 
consist exclusively frustration, temptation, loneliness, 


and disappointment; for instance, would dismaying 


indeed have accept the author’s emphasis the 
the widow, the divorcée, and the single 
woman the world because her lack sexual ful- 
Indeed the importance the sexual adjust- 
lic ment over-emphasized several instances. 
Many readers could join thought with the author 
dedication her book, two happy women, 
women mother and grandmother.” not implicit these 
words the answer many problems posed the book, 
rying rather acceptance the truth that this world 
man there may answer? Women former times had 
state problems, different from those today, yet fundament- 
ally similar them, and none the less challenging 
any time and place. They did not meet them armed 
with statistics from the psychiatrist, the sociologist, the 
cause marriage counsellor. They did not escape from them 
mption apathetic attention the television heroines whose 
problems were more romantic than their own. They 
met them with prayer and spirit unselfishness, with 
understanding that one has very little one’s own 
way this world, and with simple attitude that puts 
things first. weapons are still available. 
Doheny points out, “It not easy pit faith 
the facts life the modern world.” 
time Alice 
the new Charlottesville, Virginia 
Past cen- 
‘Julier, Virginia Always Room for One More 
oman Chilton. Oct. 151p. $3.50. 
some the eruption Jean Kerr-ish books that have rolled 
for off the presses, few have equalled, let alone surpassed, 
that excellent author’s output. But Virginia Julier 
her peer, not even more proficient. Her book man- 
not only wildly amusing; also gives tender 
ing tech glimpses the husband-wife relationship which rar 
wife, books about families. 
ekeeping The Montgomerys—Chas and Anne—have eight chil- 
has taken dren; all, heaven save us—boys! When Chas moved 
toa new town, and decides buy old mausoleum 
escape house, complete with one bathroom, solarium, 
prob ballroom and other oddities, the fun begins. 
parents seem competent handle even the mad 
which confusion engendered two-thirds dozen 
healthy, noisy, mischief-filled males. But when Anne 
The redecoration and remodeling the 
item, not mention living with many animals 
well equipped zoo. But Anne and Chas keep 
going pretty smoothly, one discounts molasses 
the silver drawer, unexpected baby rabbits, and 
uth and family room that looks like inhabited four- 
wis, barnyard creatures, instead human beings. 
would impossible pick the funniest scene, 
over the most enjoyable one, but think the one that touched 
this reader most was the day Anne was suddenly, 
able alone the house. What she thought, and 
udy has what she did, and how she employed her “vacation 
for parents, cheer them, encourage them, and make 


257 


them aware their precious privilege. Big families, 


especially, will love it, and appreciate it. 


mother eight, this reviewer can attest that 
things really get this congested and confused 
household this size; only sense the ridiculous 
can get one through some hectic days. But Virginia 
Julier makes all seem the satisfying, soul-filling job 
really is. 


Because the bedlam, many may pity parents such 
these. But one can only envy the love and warmth 
and excitement that fill their lives, and keep them for- 
ever young, and full giving. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Miller, Marion Was Spy 
Bobbs-Merrill. Sept. 19, 1960. 224p. $3.50. 
Marion Miller tells this story her experiences 
counter espionage. She was agent for the FBI for 
five years when, April, 1955, she testified before the 
Subversive Activities Control Board Washington. 
The purpose the investigation was establish link 
between the Los Angeles Committee for Protection 
the Foreign Born and the National committee bearing 
the same name. 


Mrs. Miller’s book concerns her work with the former 
committee. starts off rather excitingly when she 
invited meeting and her husband, suspecting the 
organization Communist Front, urges her and 
report for the FBI. She hired them and success- 
fully carries out her job, attending meetings, taking 
notes, making reports, etc. But found, once her initial 
decision spy was made, the rest the story 
lagged. There particular climax and her adven- 
tures, while harrowing her sure, not make 
terribly exciting reading. 


She realizes that her small job was not very important 
objectively, but brought her greater realization 
the evils Communism. The purpose her book 
communicate this realization the reader and 
make him feel that should aware the menace. 


Mrs. Miller did her work great sacrifice—ruining 
her health well her reputation and she and her 
husband deserve credit for their patriotism but, don’t 
expect Was Spy good cloak and dagger. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


MacLennan, Hugh 

Scotchman’s Return and Other Essays 
Scribner. Sept. 21,1960. 279p. $4.50. 
This work collection essays, most which 
originally appeared The Montrealer, the well- 
known and distinguished Canadian novelist. MacLen- 
nan writes variety subjects. His topics include 


trip his ancestral Scotland (the title piece), the 
food several countries, the movie Edge the City, 
journey The Canadian, classical tradition and 
education, the pleasure chopping wood, Canadian 
literature, the future the novel, the joy rose- 
growing, education and Montaigne’s Law, Montreal and 
New York City. 


lore 
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general, this reader feels that most the composi- 
tions are rather ordinary and limited interest. The 
comments New York, for example, are rather flat. 
think are all rather weary New York taxi drivers 
and their alleged wit and wisdom. Much the ma- 
terial would appeal more Canadian someone 
England than inhabitant the United States. 
The Wimbledon tennis matches, the delight cutting 
Betty Uprichard and other roses, trip Canadian 
train, uninspired description Montreal, and 
item entitled “Boy Meets Girl Winnepeg and Who 
Cares?” are typical this rather insular group 
essays. 


Turning more happy aspects MacLennan’s work, 
intelligent and thoughtful essay “The Future 
the Novel Art Form” should mentioned. The 
author speaks the challenges the modern novel must 
face, for example, the non-books, Time magazine 
designated them recent issue. MacLennan demon- 
strates why the novel losing readers, what qualities 
needs, and what defects possesses. especially 
clear-headed stressing the need for narrative em- 
phasis, which has been overwhelmed recent years 
undue psychological probing, introspective rambling, 
and excessive symbolism. 


The highlights this present collection, however, are 
three particularly charming and evocative essays—the 
title piece, “October and Smoke,” and “Oxford Re- 
visited.” “Scotchman’s Return” MacLennan visits 
the Highlands his forefathers, and here are with 
him among “the sheep, the heather, the whin, the mists 
and the homes the vanished with the 
author deserted Highland glen watches 
rainbow grow over Loch Leven appreciate both 
good writing and some good thinking. “October and 
Oxford. visit the ancient Provost’s room con- 
jured with nostalgia, tenderness, and quaintness. The 
title “Oxford Revisited” speaks for itself. The past 
and the present are contrasted. The past had its Ox- 
ford eccentrics—the man Magdalen “who lived 
silk cushions and ate dates and figs for his breakfast 
and wore slippers with toes like Turk’s,” the two 
men who duelled New College Gardens, the nights 
the Bullingdon rioted. The present, too, has its in- 
terests more subdued note, but the life and beauty 
Oxford conveyed many story and essay lives 
again for MacLennan’s prose rises the lilt its 
subject. Perhaps, some time the future MacLennan 
might tell more his Oxford days, for here much 
his heart and most his reader’s delight. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
St. John’s University, 
New York, New York 
Catling, Patrick Skene Better Than Working 


Oct. 10, 1960. 212p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Mr. Catling, who was born London 1925 and has 
since acquired American citizenship, presently back 
London Assistant Editor Punch. Prior 
this was the London staff the 
Manchester Guardian weekly for couple years, and 
before that (1947-58) was with the Baltimore Sun. 
was navigator the Royal Canadian Air Force 


Macmillan. 


for about four years (1942-46), and somewhere 
the way attended Oberlin College. one time 
Catling was also head the London Bureau 
Baltimore Sun. 


All this, youngster the author’s age, rather 
pressive. The travelogue equally so, including Green. 
land, Macao, Alaska, Japan, and—in times 
Egypt, Korea and Guatemala. Mr. Catling has been 
places and seen things. has known enormous num. 
bers people, including VIPs, ordinary folk and off 
beat characters. has thought. has written, 
And now has given recollection those eleven 
years with the Baltimore Sun, both Stateside and 
abroad. 


might expected from the foregoing, Mr. Catling 
has way with his pen, typewriter, and may for the 
jaded reader, seeking excitement surface events and 
encounters, have the perfect formula. sprightly, 
writes tongue-in-cheek, and there’s doubting his 
love for the life peripatetic journalist. 
Mr. Catling seems bright young man 
rather amiable disposition, and one should like report 
that something better than Better Than Working, (his 
father’s remark him about the life journalis 
spent often possible “away from the home 
had emerged result all these qualifications. 


Some judicious pruning and sense relative value 
would have helped. Granting the journalist career its 
kaleidoscopic quality, succession 
scenes with each about aqually weighted leaves vague 
and cluttered impression the mind. The space 
voted Mr. Catling’s biographical venture with Jane 
Russell—a venture that somehow never came 
might well have been sacrificed for emphasis matters 
more general and lasting interest. Moreover, the 
tone often facetious that one begins suspect the 
author taking himself more seriously than feels 
proper admit. This stance, however 
charming may times, can definitely pall 
maintained throughout entire reminiscence. 


One episode could quite profitably have been omitted, 
the one involving descriptive reference the 
attendance pornographic film. added nothing 
the stature the book and was, this 
judgment, lapse taste and literary morals. 

While Better Than Working has less offer the 
dent contemporary affairs than might expected, 
one passage the revolutionary era 
successfully and legitimately engages the reader’s inter 
est. This does not seem quite enough, but perhaps Mr. 
Catling has better writing days ahead. 


Charles Gros, 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 


Dumas, Alexandre Adventures Switzerland 
Chilton. Sept. 246p. $3.50. 

There old adage which advises: whenever 
book comes out, pick old one. the case 
Alexandre Dumas’ Adventures Switzerland, this 
excellent advice. Nor can too much praise offered 
the editor and translator, (with Plummer), 
Craig Bell for the excellent selection made from the 
original three volumes French, well for truly 
worthy translation this masterpiece. 
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Dumas’ travelogue was written 1832. was the 
voyage made Switzerland “for his 
euphemism covering the fact that 
had had leave Paris because his too avid Repub- 
politics. Travelling the era before trains and 
automobiles was adventure; and Dumas makes the 
most his experiences. frank admit that 
takes liberties with the actual events records, high- 
dramatic incidents and supplying intriguing 
romantic details. But the result justifies his efforts. 
The reader treated journey, mainly foot, 
through the Swiss Alps. made see and feel 
the breath-taking sweep that magnificent landscape. 
given brief but adequate knowledge the ter- 
and geography, with enough the historic back- 
individual sites feel that actually knows 
these places. All the while, absorbed series 
humorous, gay, even thrilling incidents that hap- 
pened were imagined one the greatest the 
Romantic novelists. matter fact, Dumas claims 
that was with this book that his literary genius was 
revealed both himself and the reading public. 
any case, the present narrative includes six seven 
dramatic stories—the history the monk the Grand 
Chartreuse, the duel Alcide Jollivet with the English 
are the equal the greatest scenes his 
historical novels. 


One point the editor makes clear his preface and 
explanatory note (p. 103): Dumas possessed sense 
reverence that was stark contrast the contemp- 
tuous cynicism Dickens when visiting, for example, 
the Benedictine Hospice the great St. Bernard pass. 
the background for authentic humor. This 
book worth reading for pleasure. likewise informa- 
tive enough good guide for the modern traveller. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 


Academia Alfonsiana, Rome 


Ernst, Morris Touch Wood 
Atheneum. Sept. 15,1960. 370p. $4.95. (IIa) 


One the difficulties with Morris Ernest’s Book, Touch 
Wood, the fact that truncated selection 
materials from his diary covering the course year. 
such presents immediate problem. how 
these jottings truly represent the man’s interests 
and mature thought particular Many 
the items are understandably nugatory, the record 
family scenes and passing fancies. But was 
obviously the author’s intention express his opinions 
the problems the day which plays more 
less significant part. precisely here that this 
book does Mr. Ernst injustice. For eminent 
and successful lawyer. enjoys role counsellor 
and even international affairs. But judging from 
these jottings, one would get the impression that 
more than philanthropic-minded interfering do- 
gooder. 


obvious that Mr. Ernst has pretensions along 
lines; but the same time too sophisti- 
cated able write naturel. Then has 
religious metaphysical convictions. con- 
siders himself rather the epitome common sense, 
cosmopolitan-minded humanist. But one were 
judge his over-all competence the suggestions 


259 


makes for the conduct Catholic affairs, for example, 
regard such complicated problems censor- 
ship birth control, one could easily form the opinion 
that the soul superficiality. similar impres- 
sion given the way often refers prominent 
friends and acquaintances, well the opinions 
voices the arts and techniques good living. 
actual fact, Morris Ernst cosmopolitan man-about- 
town without the pretensions being debonair. But 
his bock tends hide his true qualities. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R. 


Baldwin, Faith Testament Trust 
Rinehart Winston. Oct. 10, 1960. 223p. $3.50. 


Women’s club members search “inspirationals” 
for the fall opening meeting will find excellent material 
this book Faith Baldwin, who has already con- 
tributed over sixty novels the reading pleasure her 
admirers. She compares the year with its twelve months 
house containing twelve rooms, and through these 
rooms she leads her readers, sharing she goes, 
appreciation the natural beauty which each month 
brings, honest, simple wisdom ,and faith God’s 
grace and providence. The experiences which each 
month brings are pointed out opportunities for spirit- 
ual growth, and the short essays contain points de- 
parture for reflection, such “Love the only true 
security.” “When save daylight what 
with it?” 

The gentle informal style writing well suited the 
material presented. the author points out the 
introduction, “One fortunate thing about year which 
bound book covers, you can always put aside, 
pick up, and start anywhere it, the fancy siezes 
you.” Many the articles have appeared Woman’s 
Day under the title, The Open Door. Mention should 
made the highly appropriate jacket and the gen- 
erally attractive appearance the book. 

Alice McCahill, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Iswolsky, Helene Christ Russia 


Bruce. 1960. 213p. $3.95. 

The author, scholar and long-time lecturer, has pre- 
sented the public with book contemporary signi- 
ficance. she gives history the 
Russian Orthodox Church from its beginnings the 
present day. is, fact, the only existing survey 
the Russian Church its human and spiritual aspect. 
Undoubtedly will helpful all students Rus- 
sian history, literature, theology and culture general. 


However, Miss Iswolsky’s sentimentalism and her deep 
love for the Russian people and their liturgy, laudable 
virtues though these be, have deprived her work 
scholarly objectivity. Because she likes favorably 
disposed human weaknesses, she has committed 
major and minor errors. For example, concerning the 
difficulties that arose between the Church and the 
Bolsheviks just after the Revolution she writes 
130, “It must remembered, however, that (the 
Patriarch) Tikhon had choice; wanted save 
the Church from utter destruction, had obey 


260 


(the regime).” Moreover, his successors were and are, 
not only obedient Party policy, but they have also 
become the tools Soviet propaganda and its anti- 
religious program. Here and there facts are exag- 
gerated. Without quoting the source, she states 
133, “There are million practicing Russian- 
Orthodox the Soviet Union, distributed among 
seventy-three dioceses, with thousand priests thou- 
sand religious. There are three seminaries. 
Moscow has about fifty churches open.” Not having 
available reliable official sources, this either mere 
guess pium desiderium. fact, there are six 
theological seminaries and two academies. bringing 
out the differences between the Russian Orthodox 
Church and the Catholic Church, she missed point 
not comparing Russian religious formalism with 
Catholic religious indoctrination. 


Among her minor mistakes the lack consistency 
the English transliteration the Cyrillic alphabet. 
She also devotes too much space legends about 
Orthodox saints and the Apostle Andrew’s journey 
through Russia (pp. 3-9, 26, 36). 


The book’s strength contained the author’s genuine 


love for her people. 
Dr. Casimir Gecys, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Hogan, Robert The Experiments Sean O’Casey 
St. Martin’s. Sept. 215p. $5.00. 

“He (O’Casey) has new themes. Instead new 
themes presents new combinations.” 


Using this forceful quotation, originally written 
Critic Patricia Baggett for the now defunct Dublin 
Magazine, Robert Hogan introduces his semi- 
scholarly consideration the structural values Sean 
O’Casey’s plays, particularly the latter ones. 
Hogan’s belief that critics who have expressed opinions 
similar the one mentioned above have labored under 
strong misconceptions O’Casey’s intentions. sets 
out refute such criticism analysis which far 
less astute, concise, detailed David Krause’s 
Sean The Man and His Work, published last 
month. 


must admit that Mr. Hogan only succeeded con- 
vincing the fact that ardent admirer 
O’Casey. 

His attempts show that O’Casey, great literary 
artist, has valiantly extended his dramatic form the 
latter dramas, despite his early successes and limitations 
with his grimly realistic are unconvinc- 
ing. And comparing the characters and situations 
the earlier plays with the extension (actually, con- 
tinuation) such types and dramatic atmosphere 
the later ones, Hogan actually seems prove that 
O’Casey has been presenting new combinations 
people and themes have already encountered 
Juno and the Paycock, The Plough and the Stars and 
Shadow Gunman. 


Hogan goes admit that feels that there noth- 
ing wrong with writer presenting “new combinations” 
and weakens the force what might have been 
intelligent refutation most O’Casey’s critics. 


tells little nothing about the themes the plays 
shows similarities between their plots (and 
definitely exist and should included 
criticism), and has done little explain 
interest and use theatrical tools (i. Expressionism) 
his attempts write more meaningful drama; 
Without such material any critical account seems prac. 
tically worthless. 


His comments The Star Turns Red and Red 
For Me, for example, little more than 
the difference attitudes the proletariat protagonis 
the first play and the Everyman-hero, Ayamonn, 
the second. Actually, the theme the two plays 
the same bitter view the foibles within 
society; the plots are also drawn along similar 
Both characters are extension O’Casey’s 
his personal feelings either realistic romantic 
Communist (or combination the two)—being the 
touchstone for criticism the type. The Expression. 
ism affectation, larded the originally spare 
and forceful form the O’Casey figure. 


This light-handed study O’Casey’s attempts 
(O’Casey’s own words), examines the playwright’s last 
five plays similar manner. Rather than comment 
Professor Hogan’s treatment the structure Oak 
Leaves and Lavender, Purple Dust, The Bishop’s Bon- 
fire, Cock-a-Doodle Dandy and The Drums Father 
Ned, will leave you with this author’s own words for 
those who have not found what they wanted his 
the plays are there speak for 
selves.” therefore urge readers compare the O’Casey 
Father Ned and draw their own conclusions. 
Robert Roman, 
Bronx, New York 


O’Casey, Sean The Drums Father Ned 


Sept. 26, 1960. 
This play was have been the centerpiece the 1958 
Dublin International Theater Festival. 
Archbishop Dublin refused request celebrate 
Votive Mass for the festival, reportedly because the 
inclusion the festival program works 
Joyce, (an adaptation Ulysses), O’Casey with- 
drew his play and banned all professional productions 
his works Ireland. later commented that 
withdrew the play when “Ireland’s Holy Souls began 
When the dramatization Ulysses 
dropped the Festival Committee, 
Samuel Beckett withdrew his plays protest, and the 
entire Festival was dropped for year. 


result that rather disastrous event, the play has 
achieved certain notoriety which certainly does not 
deserve. For The Drums Father Ned not 
his best, despite the praise lavished upon 
O’Casey devotee Robert Hogan his The Experiments 
Sean O’Casey, but shows him the twilight 
his talent hammers away upon his now boring 
topic how the church and state have stultified 
dom thought and spirit Ireland. dedicates 
this rather feeble attempt the “green 
priests who stood against their church despite all 
“Each his time was Drummer for Father 
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plays, Ned; and the echoes their drumming sound Ire- beefsteaks out the mouths Gordon, Meade, and 
still.” Co. deftly told here with verve and minuteness 
expert Father Ned, the central figure and symbol reason detail, even with some the shrillness the Rebel 
and truth the play, never appears accept through the yell. The personalities involved are all well limned, 
ionism) word pictures conjured the young, ardent fol- from Hampton through Kautz Shadburne, the 
dramas, his brand footloose thinking—defying the swamp fox” the Civil War, and Molly Tatum. 
prac satus quo. this case the little mythical town book first rate and recommended all readers. 
Doonavale the center what O’Casey considers Berkeley Kines, S.J., 
Roses comic conflict between Father Ned’s forces, putting Joseph’s College, 
play, and the decadence and artistic blindness Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
tagonist the commercial and clerical interests the township. 
plays doing business with British and Northern irsc orne The Priceless Gift 
Industrial groups, hating each other through ignorance Thiei and 12, 1960. $4.95. 
secure survival. O’Casey also takes his who the age decided pass his secret for 
and peculiar delight out absolute success millions others who have intellectual 
eing the out the parish priest. would lead and have never known where begin. 
believe that the Irish countryfolk are led not does better: leads his readers 
Progress a_movement his odd that attractive him. Left small boy 
hundreds volleys fired over where they lie, an’ th’ 
hundreds more Last Posts. All that can begins with History, the base all learning; then 
done for dead hero put headstone over his gives literature, one art, one 
Drums an’ leave him there.” music (which trained his ears and elevated his spirit); 
This the bitter and stubborn Plough and then science, philosophy, theology and finally anthro- 
the Stars speaking The Drums Father Ned pology which Mr. Hirschberg considers the mother 
shows signs his original artistry for attacks Nothing escapes him. gives constructive 
organized religion and nationalism. But mainly booklists the end each chapter and giant bibli- 
old Father O’Casey resorting Paddyisms and ineffect- ography, all neatly arranged either chronologically 
her Ned tual symbols further alienate himself from the things (even better!) developmentally. Leading from one idea 
once made him write and make him keep another, what Mr. Hirschberg finally presents 
what has lost. similar one this reviewer made and 
the 1958 Robert Roman, M.A published forty years ago for the benefit users the 
after the early phonograph who wanted know what took place 
Boykin, Edward Raid Mr. Hirschberg writes flowing style, influenced 
Funk Wagnalls. Sept. 29, 1960. 305p. $4.95. doubt his inordinate reading, viewing and listening. 
now cattle raid has received What his book offers veritably gift, the 
and the telling Mr. Boykin has done very well moves too fast gain it. Here carry-over 
fuent, facile style. Grant slipped around Lee’s right all teaching, the hope all scholars and all the 
June 1865 and “thus began the siege Petersburg, made him dime, but produced happy life 
until March and the finale mental and physical adventure. The light wisdom 
Appomattox.” The historical hiatus how shine this book. recommended 
play the James River with bridge building feat but particularly teachers who will relive 
does not overshadows Caesar’s crossing the Rhine, experiences with their students trying Mr. 
army’s near miss trying capture Petersburg method. 
when the gray ghosts defending this strategic backdoor Franklin Dunham, Litt.D. 
Richmond were spread one man every four-and- Office Education 
twilight yards, brilliantly handled. But the core Washington, 
boring this volume concerns itself with the daring raid made 
tified free Confederate Cavalry under Gen. Wade Hampton. 
The objective was capture beef herd 2500 Grace The Tight White Collar 
emory” which was supplying the Army the Potomac with the Messner. Sept. 288p. $3.95. 
all cuts steer almost daily, while the Rebs were Grace Metalious, the ex-housewife whose mission 
for starving. How they succeeded literally taking seems one woman crusade against small- 
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town New England narrowmindedness, with an- 
other. Her latest novel, The Tight White Collar, 
written the same vein her previous works, (Peyton 
Place, Return Peyton Place), slick narrative dedi- 
cated the proposition that all Yankees, examined 
closely, inevitably turn out sexual, social and re- 
ligious hypocrites. 


Her newest novel revolves about one basic incident, 
the varied effect Cooper Station the nomination 
one Christopher Pappas the faculty the town 
high school. Doris Delaney Palmer, wife wealthy 
soap manufacturer, opposes the appointment the 
grounds that Pappas foreigner from Cooper’s Mills 
and married girl who was three months pregnant 
before the wedding,” highly ironic point view from 
woman who, emerges, immigrant herself and 
who abandoned her illegitimate child her wealthy 
lawyer employer after blackmailing the latter for fifty 
thousand dollars. Anthony Cooper, successful popular 
novelist and scion the town sweatshop’s ruling family, 
would like see Pappas leave town for more inti- 
mate reason, has managed get Pappas’ wife, Lisa, 


with child. 


favor keeping the idealistic teacher Jim Shep- 
pard, auditor and first-class philanderer, and Na- 
thaniel Cooper, Anthony’s uncle, whose wife, Margery, 
has borne him idiot child. Add these David 
Strong, homosexual with puritan conscience, and 
Jess Cameron, the understanding town doctor who has 
his pulse the intimacies his patients, and you 
have community nucleus considerable color and 
individuality. 

The narrative proper really sequence flashback 
treatments the people touched the Pappas inci- 
dent. Dr. Cameron’s bittersweet college affair with 
Boston waitress described length his military 
career, during which psychotic officer patient shot 
himself, presumably because brusque treatment 
the physician’s hands. are told Anthony Cooper’s 
early rejection the brutal conditions under which his 
father’s mill operated and his subsequent career 
author and lecher. David Strong’s youthful un- 
happiness the hands boorishly masculine father 
discussed, are the wartime exploits Chris Pappas 
and the pathetic childhood Lisa whose mother was 
denizen the corner saloon. The book’s finale has 
Pappas released from his contract with full pay, and 
fresh start for him and Lisa neater, greener land. 


This continual deep peering into the private lives 
the people involved far from pleasant. Miss Meta- 
lious’ sympathies are clearly with the low men her 
small-town totem pole, and for these she evokes honest 
compassion. Chris Pappas, for example, good man, 
often noble man, and sincerely dedicated teacher 
who victim vicious prejudice. David Strong’s 
deviation causes him kill himself, largely because 
town venom and absence kindness the part 
anyone but Dr. Cameron. The novelist willing, also, 
recognize touches nobility her upper class char- 
acters, Margery and Nathaniel Cooper’s constant and 
hopeless loving care Robin, their mentally deficient 
child raises them good deal above the other warped 
inhabitants this little hamlet. hope for 
Chris Pappas and his wife the novel’s end, partially 
because they have risen above the pettiness the com- 


munity, but mainly because they have the good 
leave for good. There hope, however, 
Cooper Station. 


great deal has been written about the novels 
Grace Metalious. Let say that far The 
White Collar goes, found her woman cop. 
siderable talent. The readability the book 
question, she combines flashback with straight 
fluent fashion and keeps her story moving stead 
pace. Furthermore, least this book, she the 
side the angels, the characters who come under 
wrath, the case Doris Palmer, are those 
deserve the lash; they are mean, 
small-souled. this sense, least, the book 
moral one. 


But there denying that Miss Metalious 
stant, often harsh, employer sex for its own 
tional and cash register values. character 
importance the book involved some illicit sex 
activity which described frankly and usually 
cheap stuff which the author would wise 
abandon modify, for does great deal artistic 
harm her book and her apparently sincere 
Her characters are often impossible recall except 
terms sex and, with the Pappas family and 
thony Cooper, they deserve better than this. This lack 
well-rounded characteriaztion for the sake tawdry 
commercialism may make Miss Metalious great deal 
money, but not likely gain her literary 
mortality. 


Critics have attempted compare her Sinclair Lewis 
debunker small town provincialism. She still 
has long way though capture Lewis’ pain- 
staking background authenticity and remarkable dialect 
and, retrospect, cannot recall sexually offensive 
passage any his books. Miss Metalious must learn 
realize that the sixth commandment not the only 
one violated and that, the truth told, violated 
far less frequently than she would lead believe. 
Even John O’Hara, who has received many critical 
slap the wrist for his realism, careful let just 
enough sex into his general satirical treatment the 
communal follies Gibbsville, Pa. 


Grace Metalious, summary, has the gift interesting 
narrative and flashes the white-hot moral fire the 
social satirist but she too obviously sacrificing 
undeniable abilities for the siren song 
hoped that she will soon begin capitalize 
the full extent her literary assets. 

William Lynch, 

Saint Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Samuel, Maurice The Second Crucifixion 
Knopf. Sept. 373p. $4.50. (IIb) 

From the dust jacket this book learned that 
Maurice Samuel had written twenty books, fifteen 
which “are concerned with the exposition Jewish 
values examinations the relations between the 
Jewish and Christian worlds.” From the same 
learned that the aythor had “occupied himself 
ticularly with the problem anti-Semitism feature 
Christian civilization, and with its effects 
endom and Jewry.” The setting this book 
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Rome, the time approximately hundred years after 
the first crucifixion Judea (when) second cruci- 
fxion began enacted, continued down 
our own day:” 


evident from these statements that the book 
not simply escapist novel. The author, Jewish 
social and religious historian well novelist, pre- 
sumably wrote this book effort reveal the origin 
and condemn this movement its 
origin and because its effects Christians and Jews. 
Although the book condemnation the anti- 
Semitism evident among some Christians second 
century Rome, not attack the merits 
Christianity. 

The story revolves around Marcella, raised the 
adopted daughter the patrician Lucius Silanus. The 
author said have spent ten years research before 
writing The Second Crucifixion. The detailed account 
the customs the Christians, Jews and pagans 
Rome would seem proof this. Much the story 
related Marcella herself, though speaking the 
author. She tells her childhood, her excellent edu- 
cation, her love for her father and her love for Julius 
Fulvius, whom she married, against the better judgment 
her foster father. Julius then proceeded waste 
expensive entertainments the huge dowry that Marcella 
had brought him. Being essentially base and worth- 
less, also became involved plots against the Em- 
peror Hadrian. Needing still more money, coldly 
informed Marcella that had learned that she was 


Jewish and that would expose her the pagan 


world Rome unless she would give him full title 
the house which they lived, the only thing 
value left her from her ample dowry. Descending 
even lower the human scale, Julius informed Mar- 
now pregnant, that her child, when born, would 
thrown into the main sewer Rome, the Cloaca 
Maxima, suffer the common fate unwanted babies 
pagan Rome. 


Hardly conscious her actions, Marcella somehow 
found her way Jewish section the city where 
her baby Miriam was born and where Marcella was 
nursed back health kindly Jewish family. There 
she stayed and identified herself with the Jews and with 
their doctrines and teachings. There too she finally 
became betrothed Yohanaan ben Matthias and life 
became promising once more, after many months 
horror and suffering. 


Just happiness seemed assured, disaster struck. Julius, 
who had divorced her Jewess, returned Rome 
after politically enforced absence. Now Christian, 
located Marcella and demanded that she return 
him. Being sane, she refused. Shortly afterward, Julius 
managed kidnap Miriam. Then Clodius Melitus, 
sincere Christian, tried help Marcella regain her 
child. famous lawyer, Saepius Aetilius, was retained 
the Jews. Even the Bishop Rome was approached 
and ordered the child returned its mother. Julius 
disregarded the bishop’s order and brought the matter 
before what the author calls Assembly the Coun- 
cil Elders, whose powers are not made clear. There 
made impassioned defense his actions, 
maintaining that the child had been corrupted living 
with the Jews, whom called “Christ-haters and 
The Assembly became confused and 
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reached decision. The final action which ends the 
novel convincing and unforgettable. Well written 
every way, this book argument for harmony 
between Jews and Christians, objective which should 
sought all men good will. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, Illinois 


= 


Snow, Strangers and Brothers 
Scribner. Sept. 27, 1960. 309p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Charles Percy Snow English physicist who was 
knighted for his services the Ministry Labor 
the main organizer Britain’s scientists during World 
War II. Sir Charles also one England’s topflight, 
and ambitious, novelists who has already completed 
eight projected eleven volume series social novels 
devoted man’s nature and conduct during the past 
three decades. His themes—love and sex, for instance, 
and the drive for power and its renunciation—are es- 
sential the mystery human nature which treats 
with clarity and understanding, yet with sense 
disillusionment that redeemed pity and accept- 
ance. His style all but colorless, can flat times; 
but his best has Jane Austen’s and George Eliot’s 
gift psychological notation—the art fixing uner- 
ringly upon the remark, the gesture, the significant 
detail that communicates the essence man’s social 
experience quite cleanly and accurately Heming- 
way, for one, can communicate the sheer joy physical 
sensation. 

Snow has described himself not being “the kind 
writer who could start out from scratch; needed 
nose way around realities.” Accordingly, has 
adopted the technique the first-person narrator who 
observes the events flux around him and who does 
not escape being caught the same currents himself. 
Strangers and Brothers, the reality that interests 
Lewis Eliot, the narrator, the personality his good 
friend, George Passant, one those astounding young 
men who uncommonly endowed with intelligence and 
strength will—a bright flame around whose brilliance 
host lesser souls soon cluster, excited the books 
reads and the opinions holds and the far goals 
points out for them attainable. promising sollicitor 
with the town’s most respected firm, George con- 
sidered noble-minded his set, unthinkingly generous 
and capable almost any greatness. character, 
then, when risks his future defend acquaint- 
ance, Jack Cotery, whom feels being victimized 
the “local bellwethers,” the older powers-that-be who 
fail see that they are “standing the road their 
betters.” The victory George gains, however, not 
clear-cut. The upshot the incident that Jack be- 
comes intimate the clique and together the pair 
embark number business ventures. Later 
comes surprise Eliot that George’s gatherings are 
rumored orgies and that his business activities 
involve fraud. due time, the two are put trial, 
George’s liberal ideas, conduct, and influence are aired 
public, and though exonerated from the charge 
deliberate fraud, his reputation and career are just 
about ruined. 

Strangers and Brothers was originally published 1940 
and this first American edition only proves how well 


novels 
The Tight 
cop. 
beyond 
Steady 
the 
under her 
hose who 
and 


264 


has survived the passage time. the finely con- 
trolled style that has become his trademark, Snow 
treats for the first time many the more important 
emotional themes which has devoted the entire 
series. The events this novel serve many oppor- 
tunities for Lewis Eliot uncover the complexities 
his friend’s character. Every intimate, Snow says, one’s 
most intimate self included—is brother and the 
same time, events will inevitably demonstrate, 
stranger well. What has written elsewhere 
pertinent here: felt the shock that assails one one 
suddenly sees intimate transfiguring light, the 
shock utter familiarity and utter surprise.” Because 
such shocks, Eliot flinches from the effort see 
George Passant was—a sorry human being, 
appetite for degradation was great his appetite for 
His downfall, anyone else’s for that matter, 
cannot truthfully laid the door environment 
chance, however strong the temptation may be. 
Human guilt and human suffering cannot casually 
dismissed. For, Snow firmly man must face 
without flinching what any honest probing human 
nature will inevitably uncover: the depths 
harshness and suffering will along with the gentle, 
corruption and decadence along with the noble, long 
are men.” from such “self-searching” and 
from such “self-distrust” that man draws the strength 
on, “still eager for what life would bring,” and 
can “still warm himself and everyone round him with 
his own hope.” 

Recommended all interested what one Eng- 
land’s best creative minds has turned the course 
sensitive investigation how men—in this case 
one the godless elite—are reacting the forces that 
shape the world live in. 

William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Lewis, Norman Darkness Visible 
Pantheon. Sept. 256p. $3.50. (IIb) 

With the critical situation the Congo holding our 
attention these days, are apt lose sight the 
fact that there are still trouble spots other regions 
the Dark Continent. One such strife-torn area 
Algeria, the locale Darkness Visible, fair-to-mid- 
dling tale intrigue and duplicity Norman Lewis. 
the story uneasy peace, constantly kept off 
balance the devious machinations divergent and 
almost unbelievably disinterested factions, which seem- 
ingly have nothing gain constant state tur- 
moil. Even the final denouement which sees peace 
restored once again, least temporarily, settled upon 
the area leaves with certain clue the identity 
those actually responsible for the resulting situation. 


Our narrator Steve Lavers, geologist with DeBry 
Explorations, subsidiary Western Petroleum. After 
five years disappointment and frustration the com- 
pany has finally found oil Milia, the first strike 
made Africa north the Sahara. However the 
excitement the event soon dispelled when local 
brothel-keeper, Joseph Del Giudice, murdered to- 
gether with his wife and one their charges. One 
other inmate the house, Dolores Mayol, reported 
have been abducted the assailants, supposedly 
band fellaghas. Since Joseph well-known ex- 


gangster, his funeral held typical gangland 
with some one hundred and fifty cars following the 
hearse. anticipated the oil company, this only 
asham. Within short order the Arab village burned 
the ground and the oil-mining camp attacked 
reprisal against the company’s Arab laborers. Thanks 
some excellent photographic work and clever 
ing Steve, discovered, with the help 
that Joseph had been wiped out the mob headed 
Jean Jacques Blachon, who had plans his own 
turn the area into his own little slave state. Peace 
restored once again when Blachon himself dies three 
mysteriously fired bullets, with anyone half dozen 
suspects possibly responsible for his elimination. 


Quite cleverly contrived and moving along 
ably rapid pace with enough suspense hold attention, 
acters who are not much above the ordinary 
trade. Steve, trying remain the 
situation, more than slightly disillusioned when his 
erstwhile companion, Helen, turns the former 
girl friend Blachon. But her explanation the asso 
ciation seems plausible enough Steve, and who 
knows, maybe she actually did carry out Steve’s plan 
for her ambush her former associate. Then there 
Hartney, typical big-time executive who prides 
himself his little role power politics. His wife, 
Mary, interesting enough person, concerned with 
lightening the burden the Arab women, which, for 
all practical purposes, means essentially teaching them 
how limit the size their families. Add these 
Colonel Latour whose job keep the peace show- 
ing the natives kindness and consideration. While 
giving them food, Mary supplying them with pills. 


Marked some questionable passages and sprinkled 
with talk which, times, coarse and vulgar, Dark- 
ness Visible, entertaining enough, without being very 
significant, for those who are satisfied with the ordinary. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York, 


Shelton, Jess Hangman’s Song 
Chilton. Sept. 29, 1960. 374p. $3.50. (IV) 

This novel aimed those western buffs who never 
tire the same old plot and the same old 
indian details. Other readers will detect for what 
through its “modernized” psychological and psy- 
chiatric patina: dreary, drawn-out, reenactment 
myriad childhood rainy Saturday afternoons the 
cinema. 


Jamie Matthews, the youthful hero, has chip his 
shoulder: his did nothing toward rescuing his 
from the gallows, and this seven-year-old bastard son 
man-woman, bank-robbing, man-killing team vows 
get even with him some day. takes that some day 
long arrive since Jamie must first grow up. Half 
this book taken with the story his maturation, 
which includes his own first murder childhood 
companion for taunting him about his mother’s hang- 
ing, his rescue from jail, and his adoption the Plum- 
mer family, weird family outlaws. Ruled 
patriarchal bible-quoting grandfather nothing spared 
harden the boy his future task revenge. 
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The reason for the Plummers’ interest Jamie one 
the special twists the plot but would not very 
enlightening reveal all this brief summary. When 
Jamie old enough, sets out his quest find 
Crowder, his father, and avenge his mother. His trail 
takes him through “The Pawnee Strip” and each chap- 
ter holds new adventure, often sordid. When 
Crowder finally located among crowd unfriendly 
red-skins, Jamie finds the answer all his questions 
even has run the gauntlet for his pains. 
gets the girl the end. 


This third rate movie fare latter day where sex 
and psychology are thought necessary spice 
jazz the jaded appetites western fans. Scenarists 
will have rewrite some the plot evade 
particularly sadistic multiple rape and some minutely 
described sexual shenanigans. Atmosphere supplied 
same authentic looking Choctaw phrases and pages 
less authentic and painfully constructed broken Eng- 
lish spoken French Missionary who comes 
scene too often. The failure any true exploration 
the struggle between good and evil for Jamie’s soul can 
summed with the observation that the author sub- 
stitutes dialogue often with laughter, sometimes there 
string many fifteen “ha’s,” denote either 
mirth the malevolence. 


Brother Gabriel, 
Salle College, Bacolod City, 
Negros Occ., Philippines 


Strangers 
Translated from the French Agar Brian Rhys. Orion. 
Sept. 26,1960. 174p. $3.50. (IIa) 

This thesis novel, and the apparent thesis that 
appraisal love which degenerates into hate, pre- 
sumably because the religious differences 
traditions anonymous husband and his wife Marie. 


The husband Tunisian Jew and Marie supposed 
Catholic from Alsace. They meet, fall love 
and get married while studying Paris where the 
husband receives degree medicine. The action 
the narrative, however, begins when they arrive 
Tunis, but there are sufficient references their Parisian 
past explain their romance. Marie immediately 
finds herself conflict with the Jewish religious laws 
and traditions. husband who apparently has 
reverence for such practices, nevertheless finds himself 
confronted with sympathetic leaning towards them 
rather than with conviction spurn them seemed 
have been his initial resolve. 


emotional abyss soon intervenes 
couple, and the birth their first child does nothing 
close it. Instead their son widens the lack com- 
munication between them. Meanwhile, since the story 
told from the viewpoint the nameless husband, 
considerable probing resorted that their pathetic 
plight might accented. The implication seems 
that these two benighted persons mirror humanity, and 
their sufferings found the epitome human 
suffering, that the divisive influences race and religion 
are the real culprits, and that the world would 
better off without either racial religious differences. 


The harrowing marital life which depicted this 
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novel hardly enjoyable any reader discernment, 
for the hero and the heroine act children. true 
that racial differences acerbate their relationship, 
and this point made convincingly, but the religious 
tension which also hovers over their lives seems con- 
siderably superficial this reviewer. There evi- 
dence all that Marie Catholic except the say-so 
the author. Her husband avowedly has religious 
one wonders why religion brought into 
the story all. Both are pragmatic pagans, their 
acceptance contraception would indicate. 


What the author achieves depict two groping per- 
sons, utterly sea with each other and their environ- 
ment. also deftly sketches the familial Jewish 
society Tunisia. But, disagree with publicity 
blurb which accompanied this novel, Mr. Memmi does 
not present uncompromising conclusion, except inso- 
far the conclusion inconclusive. 


The style Spartan and effective but occasionally 
French idiom seems translated literally. Only 
readers who enjoy self-pitying and nihilistic characters 
will enjoy meeting the Strangers. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Allen, Addison New England Gothic 
Chilton. Sept. 28,1960. 250p. $3.95. (Ila) 


der trial rocked the country twenty years ago.” 
However, confess, didn’t remember it; nor did 
nine other people whom asked. Just how much 
fiction and how much fact not clear; but one thing 
clear that the motivation the tale violates the laws 
fictional credibility. 


The first part the book holds together. young lad, 
Paul, loves young girl, Barbara. They become inti- 
mate and Barbara tells Paul that not her first lover. 
Her father, deputy sheriff, and man some reputa- 
tion, has preceded him. The situation continues be- 
cause the father threatens turn younger sister 
doesn’t. Barbara writes letters Paul telling this 
and the father wants the letters back. 

This course makes murder material; however the 
book the wrong people get murdered—the town doctor 
and his wife. Paul arrested New Jersey the 
doctor’s car with the two bodies it. pleads guilty 
murder and sentenced life imprisonment. There- 
upon claims that Barbara’s father committed the 
murders. The father arrested for incest which 
changed murder; convicted and and Paul 
depart for prison with the actual crime still unsolved 
“in the estimation many.” 


The publisher enclosed note with the book saying 
that caution must used relating this book 
murder case once more the headlines. “If you so, 
suggest that you check your review with your legal 
department.” Well, aren’t connecting with 
any murder case but pass this you that you 
can little connecting you feel the mood. 


The title this book one think that this crime 
somehow typical New England. fact the writer 
the dust cover says that the crime convicted the 
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town’s folk. This surely not clear from the story. 
matter fact the novel doesn’t seem typical 
any area any crime. 

James Ball, 

Buffalo, New York 


Lea, Tom The Primal Yoke 
Little, Brown. Oct. 336p. $4.95. (Ila) 

Hank Spuriing returned his home Silvertip, 
shadow the Cloudrock Mountains Wyoming, after 
four years with the Marines the South Pacific, where 
had been seriously wounded, find things not 
idyllic had hoped they would be. His genial 
father who had had successful business guide 


and out-fiitter for hunting and fishing parties the. 


high mountains, grief for the death his eldest son 
France, had turned boozing; his mother, under- 
standing and tolerant her husband’s lapse, was work- 
ing the town general store; and the string horses 
had been sold off, the pack equipment and harness and 
gear were rotted, even the old pickup truck was badly 
need basic repairs. But Hank loves the mountains 
and determined make his life there; and when 
old customer, his father’s Captain World War 
days, now head the Royston Machine Corporation, 
writes setting date for month’s fishing the Cloud- 
rocks, Hank convinces his father reestablish himself. 


The trouble that Royston separated from his wife, 
indulging affair with Austrian woman art 
dealer Chicago, and finding difficult control 
his beautiful but selfish daughter Dorothy. Impulsively, 
Dorothy accepts her father’s invitation join him 
the fishing party and succeeds winning the love 
Hank and threatens not only his peace mind but 
the whole Spurling venture. Running from him, be- 
cause cannot hope provide her with the luxurious 
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life she considers indispensable her happiness, she 
gets herself embroiled nasty adventure extricate 
her from which her father takes plane that 
the Cloudrocks. Hank hastens help with the 
rescue party and returns finally and forever his 
loved mountains. 


This not only well told story, full deep 
asm for the mountain country Wyoming well 
affection for its people, but is, besides beautifully 
printed and designed book, enlivened with title page 
painting and strong black-and-white chapter heading 
the author who artist well with forms and 
figures with words. The artistry the author 
author shows itself the restraint that marks episodes 
between Hank and Dorothy and the 
ingly honest denouement. There rightness about 
the fate Hank Spurling that one devoutly hopes 
script-writer will change; any other ending than the one 
given will vitiate the whole design the novel and 
destroy the integrity the story. The Primal Yoke, 
man nature, the land loves, recom. 
mended adult readers. 


Grady, 


Banning, Margaret Culkin Echo Answers 
Harper. Aug. 31,1960. 247p. $3.95. 


Clare Tarrant, her daughter Julia, and 
daughter Belinda are the principal figures Mrs. Ban- 
ning’s latest novel. Clare had been recently widowed 
and with her loss feels she must change her setting 
that she can decide her future without the pressure 
her home and friends. When she arrives visit 
her daughter New York City, Julia presents her with 
the problem Belinda and “wants her something 
about it.” Clare realizes that the pattern her own 


life has been repeated Julia’s and appearing 
Belinda’s. 


Clare had been widowed for the first time when her 
early twenties and had had pitch into running the 
literary agency which her husband had left her. Better 
free herself for this she had sent Julia live with 
Clare’s sister St. Ives. Eventually, Clare meets 
Jerome Tarrant and falls love with him, but dis 
mayed find married invalid wife and there 
cannot question divorce and remarriage for him; 
but even with the best intentions they have not the 
power end the affair they have begun. Julia grows 
understanding her mother’s situation and turns her 
energies toward pursuit cultural things. Then 
Jerome’s wife dies suddenly and Clare and are im- 
mediately married. Julia, too, finds love and marriage; 
her husband runs for and elected Congress, but 
dies before can enjoy much his success, leaving 
Julia young widow with her daughter Belinda. When 
the opportunity replace her husband Congress 
given Julia, she eagerly accepts and turns Belinda 
the care Clare and Jerome. Belinda grows 
and goes New York and falls love with married 
man named Henry Cowper. But Belinda faces her 
defeat and mistakes with quiet dignity and firm 
sions, thus showing Clare the answers her own prob- 
lems and the course she must follow. recommen 
this book for interesting reading any women who 
prefer absorbing story well told, with characters 
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easily recognized vital. That the author has delicately 
raised true morality which, even though 
might prefer not to, must sometime find the 
answer, all the good. 


Leona Aebischer 


Rummell, Frances 
Aunt Jane McPhipps and Her Baby Blue Chips 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 23,1960. 210p. $3.50. 


many book lists this past season, there have been 
several histories and hopeful recommendations how 
make money the stock market. Certainly there 
has been more hilarious one than this piece 
fiction mixed with fact, relating the adventures Aunt 
Jane McPhipps and her Baby Blue Chips. Bulls and 
bears alike should both appreciate the humorous situa- 
tions author Rummell explores she presents new 
widow seeking security series fanciful, not 
improbable, situations. With clever mixture 
cogent facts, however, and high knowledge the 
San Francisco area which she writes, improbabilities 
cease. There the genius the slight tale which 
carries the reader through gradual increase 
excitement and wonder. might well that the 
author can for the stock market what certain 
doctor has done for Vermont vinegar-and-honey diets! 


Basically, formula Cinderella tale, even though 
the Cinderella middle-aged. comic its bland 
assumption which the unexpected reversals be- 


-haviour its characters meet with success. Its romantic 


embellishments are neatly tied together worthily 
grace the ending many film, play novel. Girls 
(sic) get the boys! 


Newly-widowed, and approaching fifty, with mere 
three thousand invest hopes attaining future 
security, Aunt Janes applies her teacher-training in- 
stincts chart her course. being too caprici- 
ous plan seems lucid, wary pitfalls, and 
just filled with common sense. friend her late 
husband’s offers investment plan. She accepts, 
triples her money, and her new-born 
the goose that lays golden eggs unbounded. How- 
ever, this initial joy clouded the reception given 
her plans apartment neighbors, and Rosemarie, 
and Eleanor, kindergarten teacher-friend. 


Teacher-wise, Jane begins attending investment 
class. There she meets Wally Googins, customers’ 
man, seemingly the “confidence” variety; and dis- 
cussions with him, and several her fellow-class mem- 
bers, widows all, shatters quite few theories ac- 
cepted market conditions. certain sense, this 
sort primer stock-market lore. The sum and 
substance the studies, conclusions and investment 
decisions here presents knowing aura caveat emptor 
Jane’s personal problem selecting broker her 
trading shining bit caustic truth and devious 
experiences reflecting personal experience the part 
the author. 


When the class ends, the decision her new class 
friends continue organization. the “Girls 
the Golden West” formed, with Jane president 
group involving group highly individualized 
females, characters all. Even stock investment selec- 
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tions are chosen fanciful responses adventurous 
sounding names ,rather than record performances. And 
each member becomes individually charmed the at- 
tentions Wally Googins. sells each them, 
(privately), chance the ground floor investment, 
dubious prospects, called “Canadian Countess.” 


mounting hilarity, the group next descends 
stockholders’ meeting, question the policy the 
company voting raises for the board, and bypassing 
dividend Sixteen widows, fashionable widows’ 
weeds, trail into the meeting small theatre, and 
the amazement and frustration the company’s presi- 
dent, the melee Their success their victory 
changes dismay with the arrest their friend, Wally, 
fraudulent stock sales charges. Their dilemma be- 
comes acute they realize justice must served and 
they must become witnesses against their friend Wally 
Googins and his reputedly spurious stock, “Canadian 
Countess.” one the funniest courtroom scenes 
ever, peopled with insouciant victim, dyspeptic 
judge, frustrated attorney, the “Girls” (dressed shab- 
bily represent widows bilked) save their hero 
wonderful Grand Guignol fashion. 


Meanwhile Aunt Jane’s matchmaking sprees come 
successful conclusion, even for Aunt Jane, who sails 
for Mexico holiday cruise the arm her own 
investment broker. 


Author Rummell, education consultant for the 
Reader’s Digest, and formerly with the United States 
Department Education, writes her own disclaimer 
the foreword: “Aunt Jane’s opinions, however, which 
become firmly biased, are not happenstance, but reflect 
the author’s conviction that investing for ladies may 
carry peculiar hazards but also most rewarding pleas- 


Judson LaHaye, 
Drama Department, 
Montebello, California 


Zermatten, Maurice The Fountain Arethusa 
Doubleday. Sept. 23, 1960. 235p. $3.95. 


True values the priesthood are not always given 
fiction, but this cannot said The Fountain 
Arethusa. The story about deeply religious priest, 
simple, sincere, poverty stricken, and not always pru- 
dent. holy ordination, human nature. The 
plot this: priest witnesses killing, the killer kneels 
for absolution from the witness; the killer later directs 
suspicion and accusation the priest who dies jail. 
died true his sacerdotal state, never for moment 
breaking the confessional seal. 


Zermatten’s first work the English language presents 
Jacques Tinembart shop keeper and tavern owner 
who goads every villager within his reach against the 
parish priest. Father Seraphin Clivaz, stern disciplinar- 
ian that is, berates all forms evil under the guise 
merriment. Jacques symbol evil opposed 
the teachings Father Clivaz. This struggle comes 
head during the early morning hours particular 
Feast the Assumption. Nearly every villager was 
participating bacchanalian revelry. 
Father Clivaz enters the tavern. Blasphemously Jacques 
insults the Mother God. Deliberately the priest hurls 
glass wine into the face Jacques who now 
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determined make the curé regret this public spec- 
tacle. 


Flambert falsified urgent sick call. Rosalie, inno- 
cent cripple, carried the lantern along the dark and 
desolate path. While groping their way through 
dangerous gorge, Rosalie was clubbed death. The 
village began believe the cure was responsible for 
her death only after the promptings Jacques divert 
suspicion from himself. Father Clivaz was silent be- 
cause could say nothing. heard the confession 
Jacques immediately after the crime. Nevertheless, 
the priest was confined jail. There contracted 
pneumonia and died, true his vocation. After his 
death bedridden Alexandrine, wife Jacques and 
twenty years his senior, told how she knew that her 
husband was the real criminal. This led his arrest, 
could not bring back the life Father Seraphin 
ivaz. 


person not acquainted with the requirements for 
absolution cannot understand how Jacques was ab- 
solved. Perhaps the author took for granted that all 
are acquainted with sacramental theology. But such 
not the case. Principles this nature must ex- 
plained thoroughly somehow and somewhere the 
text. 

This novel was awarded the “Grand Prix Literature” 


1959. The criteria for this award are not known 
the reviewer, but novel merit. Characters are 


introduced and kept the scene only when needed. 
Nothing superfluous, neither description nor vocabu- 
lary. Frequently the reader compelled think about 


the plot unravelling. almost like mystery. 
example this Jacques’ confession. Though 
nothing said directly, you sense from the way the 
words are written. Only subsequent paragraphs 
this directly revealed. this way the novel unlike 
those which give everything the opening pages and 
then follow with explanatory tripe. most refresh- 
ing and can rightfully called primer sincerity. 

Bernard Hrico, 

New Castle, Pennsylvania 


Krueger, Carl Saint Patrick’s Battalion 
Dutton. Sept. 310p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This Mexican War tale about the Irish immigrants 
who enlisted the United States Army. Citizenship 
was promised them and the opportunity partaking 
war that was represented them being effort 
punish the unjust aggressions the Mexicans. 
the course Scott’s Vera Cruz campaign, became 
increasingly clear the Irish soldiers that the Mexicans 
were being invaded war aggression. Mexico 
seemed the same plight Ireland, oppressed 
stronger foe. result, the Irish deserted the 
American forces great numbers and fought for the 
Mexican Army battalion their own, called the 
Saint Patrick’s Battalion. One factor which increased 
the desertions was the brutal inhumanity some the 
American officers and non-coms. Throughout the 
American Army was almost universal distrust and 
hatred the immigrants. Part the antagonism was 
cultural, part religious. The Catholicism the Mexi- 
cans made them especially close the Irish and in- 
creased the tension between the Americans and the 
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Irish serving the army. The basic outlines 
Krueger’s story are true and could form the basis 
compelling novel. The plight the Irish 
the Mexican army story divided and confusing 
loyalties which could become splendid 
novel. Unfortunately the novel not success. 


The impression inescapable that Mr. Krueger write 
able vein narrative, but cannot mine 
Mr. Krueger control when relates facts 
the Irish battalion. However outsider, writing 
with outsider’s inaccuracies recounting the 
ground details his story. 


Catholics not pray the Virgin for forgiveness for 
sin, nor does the Sign the Cross begin nomine 
Patria (sic). Entirely too much made the trap 
pings religion, such rosaries, crucifixes, and 
laries, and entirely too little the internals religion 
such sense sin and virtue. The author 
General Scott reminiscing West Point days. mem 
ory serves, was there Superintendent, but not 
The account the court-martial the end 
the book surely one the most casual record, 
imagine “Fuss and Feathers” letting the process get 
out hand. 


Among other slips which mark the writer outsider 
the shocking episode which Capt. Robert 
appears curse and rail briefly and then disappear. 
Lieut. Grant makes brief appearance natty, spank 
ing-new Second Lieutenant. General Pillow and 
son Davis also appear, round out the Civil War 
team. There little effort supply the tactical 
strategic moves which made the American 
and victories possible. Few the characters are 
dimensional. Even the poet, the hero’s 
friend, only able quote Pope and Shakespeare, and 
never seems poet all. 
The book jacket informs that the author movie 
producer and already has plans make Cinemascope 
and Technicolor production this book. That may 
why this book reads much like scenario and 
seldom like novel. good movie scripter, the 
author has included several sweeping scenic 
few scenes armies fighting, few love scenes the 
copses, attempted rape, castration, trial, mas 
hanging and flogging. With John Wayne and 
Hepburn, how could miss? 

Stephen Laut, 

Wheeling College, 

Wheeling, West Virginia 


» 2 


Cave, Hugh Black Sun 
Doubleday. Sept. 355p. $4.50. (IV) 

the imaginary island St. Joseph the Caribbean, 
three men are engaged bitter campaign for the 
Presidency: Marcel Laniére, poet, Hector Bouchon, 
wealthy planter, and Jean Javerne, 
from the slums. Other leading characters the book 
are Leon Bouchon, Hector’s wayward son, David 
dleton, free-lance writer, Olga Pedersen, Swedish 
nurse, Horace Pickett, reporter from the United 
States, Ruth Ottinger, school-teacher, and Father 
Callahan, the principal the College St. Pierre. 
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election day draws near the business men the 


agree fire all their employees who are support- 
ing Javerne. But this inflames the latter’s followers 
much that they begin almost once destroy the 
property the rich. The situation becomes bad 
that the president the country postpones the election 
until tempers have cooled. But the three candidattes 
regard this only pretext for perpetuating his own 
regime. Though loathing one another they meet 
secret and decide upon general strike throughout the 
which proves 100% effective. For this 
action the president imprisons Javerne and Bouchon, 
while Laniére goes into hiding. wave terrorism 
now sweeps across the country, and martial law has 
declared. Such situation made order for 
Feneron, ambitious colonel known The Beast. 
usurps the supreme authority the army, allows 
Laniére butchered raging mob, orders Javerne 
shot and has Bouchon, the president the coun- 
try, and other leading men deported. Thus 
position become the provisional president St. 
Joseph. But the evidence, which the reporter Pickett 
has managed gather against him, makes extremely 
unlikely that any foreign country will recognize the 
legality his government. 


the author, Hugh Cave, had stuck this exciting 
political conflict and the people the throes 
revolution, would have written novel that 
could readily recommend all. But unfortunately 
has not done so, and must object number 
things his book: his sneering and unfair remarks 


‘about the attitude the Catholic Church towards 


birth-control and divorce, his description Father 
Callahan, which places caricature the priest- 
hood, and especially the many immoral innuendoes 
and incidents throughout the book. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


The Seduction 


Yorke, Susan 
Oct. 1960. 244p. $3.95. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 
(IIb) 


The Seduction, first-person confessional narrative, 
told young Kampong (village) Malay girl, whose 
“seduction” led murder for which she claimed the 
though she was not guilty. Zainah, 
beautiful girl, invited large rubber plantation 


the wife its manager, order learn speak Eng- 
Here, amid western customs, the native child 
learned and European habits, and ways that 
are most important, was seduced from her own culture. 


David, young assistant the plantation, has fallen 


love with Helena the manager’s wife. child 
born this affair, and when, sorrowfully Helena sends 
David away, David “consoled” the local prosti- 


tute, called “Yoke Chan.” 


Meanwhile, Zainah grows beauty and worldly ways, 
for she sees too much and understands too little. Part 
her self-education have several affairs her 
own, for she attractive wealthy men because 
her beauty and because she speaks English. She 
pleased without love,” 
though she never becomes professional Yoke 
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Chan, but remains the purest etymological sense 
amateur. 


Zainah immoral, she ignored moral standards both 
worlds, because she enjoyed being so. She wanted sex- 
experience and she took here and there and never 
connected with love, until she fell “surprisingly and 
over-whelmingly” love with David. Unsuccessfully 
she tries seduce him, and then asks him marry 
her. But David, liberal lover though is, refuses, 
saying, have moral code and stick it. 
would never marry woman didn’t love.” (p. 216) 


Zainah’s father, the head man the Kampong, hears 
rumors that his daughter longer the virginal child 
thought her be, but Zainah defends herself 
saying, had never considered myself bad woman; 
passionate woman yes, somewhat promiscuous 
woman, yes, but not bad woman.” (p. 232) 


order trap David into marriage, Zainah lies her 
father, telling him she pregnant with David’s child, 
and that David refused marry her. The honor the 
Kampong must upheld, the murder 
David. isn’t quite clear why Zainah then steals 
hatchet and confesses the murder. also not too 
clearly developed whether Zainah’s immorality the 
burden the white man, whether she would have 
been the same kind person under other conditions. 
There hint determinism when her father tells 
her has handed her his passionate tempera- 
ment. There more than hint when Zainah says, 
had not been me, the murder would not have 
occurred.” 


The local color the most interesting part the story, 
since expands our field vision and arouses under- 
standing what happens white man when 
“goes native.” 
slow deterioration one’s own values, giving 
one’s principles, insidious rot until the day comes when 
one dirty, lazy, useless, ugly, without any code, any morals, 
slob animal.” (p. 25) 
Stylistically, the author, casually detached way, 
content transcribe the surface situation. She 
carefully correct keeping the narrative from the 
point view the seemingly artless, yet sophisticated 


Zainah. 


This superficially interesting, though not emo- 
tionally moving novel, quite lacking intellectual 


substance. 
Clara Siggins, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 


Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Claudine Married 
Strau Cudahy. 


Colette 

Translated Antonia White. 
Oct. 10, 1960. 192p. $3.50. 
The writer novel, like any artist, creates for his 
work unique world which populates with charac- 
ters who can live this world only; take them out it, 
and the illusion their existence destroyed along 
with the verisimilitude that universe which pecu- 
liarly theirs. Their world complete, and they are 
sufficient for its existence. However, they must never 
stray from the world the novel into this world; they 
must never tell the reader what would were 
their predicament. That too destroys the illusion. 
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Claudine Married, Colette has created just such 
limited world. For the first few chapters the characters 
are delightful, albeit they pull punches, their 
conversation, about sex, normal and perverted, the mar- 
riage bit too intimately; and other things 
“not made talk,” Emily Dickinson would say. 
However, the book progresses, becomes clear that 
this world Claudine’s full girls who should have 
been boys and boys who should have been girls (and 
few victims). That they grow just what one 
would expect not surprising. 


That bad enough! But when Colette warms 
the subject, she details every sensual facet their 
erotic occupation, (though this reviewer must admit 
that she leaves more the imagination when ‘relating’ 
homosexual practices males than when she discloses 
the secrets perverted females), both physical and 
mental. This “love” almost made into thing 
beauty; certainly made attractive enough for the 
too strong toy with the idea. 


Claudine the stellar performer this contorted 
sphere. She desires and enjoys her Renaud, (who, 
though giant man, many respects more 
feminine than his youthful wife); the same time, 
she cannot “rézist” her Rézi female fluff with hand- 
some carcass” man for husband and passion 
big enough include Claudine and her Renaud). 
Renaud seemingly normal man with normal male 
sexual desires, though has fathered Marcel, (of the 
painted face and male amours), and broad-minded 
(?) enough help the girls bit undisturbed fun, 
fulfillment? 


All this piles nauseam until very saccharine 
conclusion promises that the ‘comedy ended’ and 
Claudine ready settle down, new world, 
true wife her Renaud, (one wonders that all 
possible, after her apprenticeship school 
journeyman activity after marriage)! 


Colette has thoroughly delightful style; she writes 
better than excellently. Antonia White she has 
near-perfect translator—one feels her English much 
the delicious flavor Colette’s French. Yet, even 
this does not save Claudine Married: can recom- 
mended for reader, except possibly the student 
French literature, (who should read the original 


language anyway). 
Oscar Bouise, 


Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Kirkwood, Jim There Must Pony! 
Little, Brown. Sept. 311p. $4.00. (IIb) 


Josh, precocious, sixteen year-old son fallen movie 
star, tells this sordid tale his mother’s amorous mis- 
adventures, and his own homeless environment. 
Hollywood tale, with all the bizzarre alarums and 
excursions needed overload tragedy with the hollow 
tinsel modern realism. way this shame, for 
the author possesses literary ability. has keen 
dramatic sense, exercises acumen his plotting, and 
writes exceedingly well. Besides displays ample 
knowledge human foibles and behavior patterns. 
However, the attempt “hilarious, grotesquely 
funny” (pace, the blurb), fails achieve the realism 


that obviously aimed the itchy vulgarity 
pseudo-sardonic sex incidents that dot the 
Given environment, one would expec 
certain amount juvenile sophistication dealing 
with the facts life. Over-anxiety smash through 
the movie barrier has betrayed Mr. 
achieving mere pseudo-sophistication. 


the time Josh old enough know what going 
on, his mother has been through three marriages and 
innumerable boy friends. only when she meet 
Ben Nichols, however, that Josh given the first 
lings fatherly treatment. His mother likewise 
the verge settling down comeback her cine. 
matic career when tragedy strikes. The climax and 
denouncement combine the technique 
with the extravaganza movie-land convention. 
through all, and this the real tragedy Mr. Kirk 
wood’s first novel, there solid evidence that Josh 
real perscn, character regards his reactions, and 
alive the solid virtues decency that are 
ously missing his up-bringing. Mr. Kirkwood 
would forget about hilarity and precocity, might 
able bring off good novel, even about 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R. 


Barlow, James The Patriots 
Harper. Aug. 29, 1960. 370p. $4.95. 


What happens when men trained the arts war, 
which deal with self-survival the cost 
lives, return the humdrum routine co-existence 
with the middle class lords, who made money during 
the war and were and are still too good mix with 
those who made Barlow, who has 
been classed his publicists, the successor Nevil 
Shute, attempts give the answer his latest work, 
The Patriots. difficult determine, whence comes 
the title, unless the flash-back Reg Mills and Tony 
Tobias, they fought Arnhem, World War II, and 
survived, classified them patriots England. 
tainly the rest the story leaves them undesirable 
citizens. 
But must credit the author portraying real char 
acters his story England after the late World 
War II. Reg Mills, visits Holland and recalls his 
periences paratrooper. The deaths his comrades 
are fresh his mind visits pub for refreshing 
beer and runs into George Webster, who was the owner 
small company and whose perspective was out 
perspective and, 

“since was not man who went Church, 

without humility. There are many like him England 

wife somewhat bewildered his success—.” 
Webster speaks out loud, derogatory manner, 
the guts the men World War compared with 
those World War and Mills reacts, even you 
and The result trial for assault and sentence 
six months jail pompous judge. Jail does not 
lessen the spirit Mills nor does solitary confinement 
teach him his place society. Any means 
retaliate Webster’s class and obtain the better 
things life for his wife whom has learned love. 


Thus when Tony Tobias, fellow paratrooper, 
train robbery pay roll, the soil ready for the 
seed, The author carries the reader through the 
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and portrays the mental reactions the char- 
acters involved the carefully laid plans are upset 
asnow storm. The robbery completed, with savage 
murder and brutal assault innocent girl by- 
stander and the escape follows, but not planned. 


Then thorough description the investiga- 
tion police officer, his thoughts and conclusions, 
his examinations witnesses and his opinions them, 
and course the ultimate conclusion brings the story 
toa merited but unexpected finish. 


really difficult appraise this latest work James 
Barlow and, without having read his other two novels, 
dificult appraise James Barlow. His style 
writing graphic, short and unformed for action, long 
and smooth flowing for description, but the purpose 
behind the story too intense, the message too strong 
absorbed. Barlow appears crusader, crying 
out against the mores England, even Swift and 
Defoe did many years ago. the other hand, 
may merely telling story the only way 
knows. 


Well written, interesting, The Patriots may read 
all but enjoyed only the student character analysis. 


John Cullen, A.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Storey, David This Sporting Life 
Macmillan. Sept. 19,1960. 243p. $3.95. 


football, even the United States, not 


afun game, least for the participants. But while 
brutal, bloody and unelevating, has advanced big 
league status; its ex-collegiate athletes are well-trained, 
superbly coached and supervised, decently paid. 
our pro football, after many decades lacking real re- 
spectability, has achieved gray flannel suit rank, the 
same apparently not true its British brother, rugby 
football. 


According this grim first novel young (27) Mr. 
Storey, rugby where our sport was years ago: 
played hulking, semi-skilled factory hands their 
spare time. While the pay good enough for flashy 
spending money, not enough for sole support. 
There little class, training playing conditions 
medical care. Factory owners support the teams repre- 
senting competing industrial cities, and there more 
than mere social mixing among wives, owners and 
players. least this the depressing portrait Mr. 
Storey, unlikely combination athlete-artist-writer, 
whose work the Macmillan Prize Novel for 1960. 


The message decidedly downbeat. the second 
paragraph, protagonist Arthur Machin gets his teeth 
knocked out one his own teammates, spends 
fourth the book chasing down seedy and reluctant 
dentist. virile young animal rescued from his lathe 
football prowess, Machin irresistible women 
and homosexuals but manfully resists seduction. 


Mr. Storey devotes good chunk the book “ex- 
Posing” the evils the system. capable crafts- 
man and handles the grisly business quite well. But 
like most novels exploring low-life sociology, this one 
has all the appeal afternoon spent looking under 
There one section particular, describing 
wild Christmas party, that hits new low for 
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decadence, even for parties modern novels. Not all 
the writing good, although probable the author, 
while describing with relish, does not condone the 
sinning. His sexual passages, while never explicit, often 
show abominable taste. Unfortunately feels obliged 
produce the bourgeois, moralistic old parents who 
don’t like the fast crowd Arthur now traveling with, 
lets the son tell them he’s somebody now, and 
did their stodgy old ideals ever get them? 


The best part the book, and unhappily only 
part, never really integrated with the rest ,is love 
story, unique because the feminine character, Valerie. 
She unusual Arthur, the muscular “happiness- 
now” boy with the city his feet, trite. young, 
introverted widow, Valerie needs understanding, tend- 
erness and marriage, exactly what the well-meaning but 
clumsy brute cannot provide. The relationship, subtly 
handled and largely unspoken, ends tragically, and 
Arthur returns the football field and feeble glory 
that already passing. Author Storey’s message 
good one: that true human love needs permanence and 
compassion. 


all, adults may find this depressing but interesting: 
American readers will impeded ignorance 
rugby and the speech idiom Britain’s working classes. 
James Arnold, 
Marquette University, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Rayner, The Long Haul 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 194p. $3.95. (I) 

Once again Rayner has used the chess board manipula- 
tions destroyer skipper and submarine captain 
create tale the late war. Just did The 
Enemy Below and The Long Fight, the author calls 
his experiences commander destroyer during 
World War II, narrate the constant battle wits 
between submarine and surface commanders, each try- 
ing guess what move the other will make, can 
defend attack. And course the relentless, merci- 
less weather the North Atlantic refuses take 
minor position the ceaseless battle. 


February 1943, Murrell, commanding destroyer, 
guarding convoy across the Atlantic Ocean, ordered 
tow partially destroyed tanker the remaining five 
hundred miles into port. Four million gallons high 
octane gasoline was the cargo left submarine that 
had hit the tanker the middle the convoy but had 
failed sink her, and this was choice prize. Murrell 
put his executive officer board the tanker with six 
crewmen salvage empty ship that the Greek crew 
had deserted, and then hitched tow line his de- 
stroyer. 


The human frailties seven men sitting helpless 
tank high explosive gasoline, the ambitions sub- 
commander, credited with sinking has not fulfilled 
and taking orders from hostile admiral, charge 
submarines, the sense duty the destroyer captain, 
all narrated flowing, yet gripping fashion, make an- 
other wonderful story World War the Atlantic. 
Add the freezing rain and fog that hides the slow-mov- 
ing targets from searching German planes, yet cripple 
the crew and machinery these targets, and you have 
another sea story excite and amuse the reader. 
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Rayner writes with thorough knowledge his sub- 
ject, but three stories, based the same theme, and 
with the details changed, makes one suggest another 
basic plot. Surely there are other stories the de- 
stroyer navy, besides the chess game with the sub- 
marine. Then too, bit far-fetched for the doctor 
the ship, although peacetime yachtsman, serve 
duty officer, charge the ship, while the skipper 
gets few minutes rest now and then. 


The Long bit improbable the seaman but 
choice reading the and with the other 
works Rayner, can recommended all. 


John Cullen, 
Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Peterkiewicz, Jerzy Isolation 


Rinehart Winston. Sept. 15, 1960. 232p. $3.50. 


Consider, you will, the impossibility Polish writer 
writing English. Well, why not? Conrad did it. 
Now further consider Graham Greene entertainment 
with Henry Miller cast characters. Incredible? 
Well, that’s the sort fusion this modern morality 
play attempts. Its message? All the world’s stage 
with pornographic sets, props, and costumes; each actor 
plays his lewd part isolation and then heard 
more. 


This five-acter supposed clever farce with 
serious tone. The Greene side states that free-lance 
spy with nothing makes liaison with diplomat’s 
wife the day his wife’s funeral. The two lovers 
then set intricate espionage system that their 
clandestine affairs will undetected either her 
husband the spy’s supposedly-alive wife. Both lovers 
spy each other; the spy even spies himself. The 
end the affair comes when Father Murphy, friend 
Kira, the spy’s dead wife, explains how misunderstood 
she was and how fear isolation stems from fear 
having dialogue with God. 


The Miller side states that sexual gratification has 
accompanied the trappings pornography. The 
assignations take place Ela’s nymphomaniacal flat; 
Terry’s place—he homosexual nudist; Rita’s 
mechanical bed—she Lesbian amazon; and just 
little old common apartment. must admit that the 
description these sex acts are not graphic 
Miller would describe them; they are oh-so-sophisticated 
and quasi-humorous. And there some broad comedy. 
The climax comes when seance arranged for all 
these abnormal people listen Pakistani waiter 
recite Gunga-Din backwards. slips Ela 
cries, Rita tries kiss the waiter’s shoe, and Alexander 
the Spy realizes that his wife was better spy than he. 
recognition scene, which Alexander 
wife’s last letter, teaches him the real meaning love. 


The whole bedroom farce with moral tag, and, 
seems me, the tag wholly afterthought. Pan 
Peterkiewicz (Pan Polish for Mister) pays his homage 
the great pagan god the same name making 
“vice walk twilight.” 


John Murray, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Best 


Maloney, Ralph Daily 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 1960. 279p. $3.50. (IV) 


Charlie Riley, partner New York public 
firm, suddenly decides that “has had it.” The 
zation that all the things for which has worked 
actually meaningless brought home him with; 
vengeance when discovers that his associate 
Brooks has been working secretly for merger the; 
company with one the “giants” the 
world: “prestige orientated” agency the first 


Daily Bread slick, amoral treatment the strang 
world which Madison Avenue. Other than som 
fairly amusing sidelights the methods 
“racket,” and some perceptive glances the 
the “jargon” the public relations “councillors,” th: 
novel has little recommend it. Its premises are 
ally false; and its efforts portray Charlie 
hero, fighting the battle the individual against 
system, win little sympathy from the reader. 


This has all been done before, and better taste, 
The Hucksters, and The Man the Gray Flannel Suit 
and you recall how wretched the taste displayed 
those earlier novels, you may get some idea just 
bad Daily Bread really is. Save your time and 
money and stay away from this one. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh The Nightingak 
Hougton, Mifflin. Oct. 14,1960. 308p. $3.95 


Ladykirk should quiet town, but not. Even 
though are still the era the horse and buggy, 
the have already begun shatter the serenity 
the countryside. Autos, however, are only 
excitement for Violet Carpenter who lives alone with 
Katie, her housekeeper. Violet must now make 
decision: should she marry Henry, her 
sweetheart, and attune herself his coarser tastes for 
the sake security and comfort reject him and face 
the threat perpetual maidenhood? Her decision 
marry him suddenly reversed when treats her 
poetical gifts and efforts with resented flippancy. 
offset this ordeal, Katie proposes bolster their 
cial position converting their house into inn for 
transients “transhens,” she quaintly calls 
The enterprise successful; but 
strikes: the singing nightingale, mechanical 
and family heirloom found missing from 
customary hiding place. All efforts recovery are 
various suspects are successively found inne 
cent. Meanwhile the eventful pace life 
accelerated Fate alternately smiles and frowns 
its inhabitants. When, finally, the nightingale 
turned rather unexpectedly the citizens have solved 
their problems and Violet looking forward 
bliss with Philip Haversham, the editor her 
coming book poems. 


The author has captured the mood small 
where everyone’s business everyone’s concern. Het 
ability satirize feminine gossip injects humor 
realism into the story. The different events are 
fully woven into the texture the tale, and the 
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ters, although many, have genuine accord- 
ance with the tone Victorian mores which then pre- 
the women’s kittenish interest sex dressed 
euphemistic terms. This novel, short, pleas- 
ant, nostalgic and accurate record the early twentieth 


century. 
Robert Alfred, 
Walsh College, 
Canton, Ohio 


Downey, Fairfax (Editor) 
Kingdom for Horse 
Doubleday. Sept. 325p. $4.50. 


The editor this collection horse stories obviously 
did some extensive searching for matterial. His authors 
range from Marco Polo through Daudet, Dumas, Swift, 
such contemporary writers Sewell and the editor 
himself, who writes brief history the origin the 
Morgan horses Vermont. glance the table 
contents will evoke bit surprise—most readers 
would hardly suspect that the works many the 
above authors could profitably investigated poten- 
tial sources horse stories. after reading the 
selections, they will probably need reminding that they 
have just finished story about man’s equine com- 
panion. The editor did little stretching the genre 
include Marco Polo’s description the Mongol 
courier system, some others which concern men more 
than their mounts, the latter being mentioned only in- 
Other readers will wonder why certain 
other horse classics—Steinbeck’s Red Pony, for one 
example—were not included. However, the anthology 
primarily vehicle for the editor’s tastes, and gus- 


Kingdom for Horse divided into six parts, the 
first representing catch-all for various types selec- 
tions. this section “The Exile” from Charles 
Roberts’ Stranger the Wild stands out for sheer 
beauty prose. short piece from Mark Twain’s 
Roughing will take the prize for humor. The next 
two parts concern horse races and war-horses. The 
famous chariot race from Ben Hur perhaps the best- 
known excerpt included. 


Amazing feats horse-training the topic Part Four, 
and the fifth section contains some humorous accounts 
far-fetched horseflesh. The last part, entitled “That 
Half-Horse, the Mule,” provides both amusement and 
pathos various American authors describe the antics 
members the outcasts the horse 


general, Mr. Downey has done good job culling 
some the masterpieces from world literature. The 
short stories are the best all for the simple reason 
that they are complete themselves and not drop 
the reader just when getting interested the 
narrative. Perhaps the editor would have been better 
advised confine himself that field; or, the other 
and, may well that felt our bookstore shelves 
are well stocked with short-story collections. any 
horse-lovers take notice—here book you will 


enjoy. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
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Brief Comment 


McGinley, Phyllis 

Viking. Sept. 23, 1960. 304p. $5.00. 
The incomparable Phyllis McGinley has selected some 
her verses from three decades (hence her title) plus 
new poems and has them happily housed one 
volume. This news should not only make every reader 
ecstatic, but should also result Times Three making 
(besides Best Sellers’ lists) those lists Books-Never- 
To-Be-Stranded-Without. 

Auden has written provocative foreword about 
the masculine and feminine imagination literature. 
verse, Phyllis McGinley displays the better features 
both, poetically wedded. subject the human 
condition: and she always “on target.” eye and 
ear are sensitive observers; her word and rhythm are 
right. charges her verse whether she expound- 
ing news item imitating Spenser. She has heeded 
Terence: nothing human alien her gifted pen. 
Open this book any page and enjoy the delight- 
ful experience charming vision life—and your- 
self. This talented lady from suburbia has composed 
that special music verses whose lyrics are refreshing 
and whose melody lingers on. Recommended. 


Quinn, S.J. 


Uris, Leon and Dimitrios Harissiadis 
Exodus Revisited 
Sept. 30, 1960. 284p. $5.95. 


Times Three 


Dimitrios Harissiadis, Greek photographer, has sup- 
plied the pictures this handsomely illustrated re- 
counting the birth and growth the young nation 
Israel. Leon Uris, whose highly successful novel, 
Exodus, told the story Israel’s has, with 
his photographer friend, revisited the scenes described 
therein and supplies the brief running text that ac- 
companies what is, preeminently, picture book. Uris 
supplies sketch Mr. Harissiadis’ life and the photog- 
rapher himself explains the process “photographing 
This would have been and may yet highly 
prized book for gifting friends Rosh-Ha-Shanah. 


Javits, Jacob Discrimination—U.S.A. 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 28, 1960. 310p. $4.95. 
Anyone interested civil rights will find this up-to- 
date presentation the facts the case. Beginning 
with survey discrimination the United States, 
Senator Javits goes explain the laws which govern 
civil rights. The greater part the book, however, 
devoted not history theory, but the concrete 
measures which are being taken eliminate those 
situations which violate the spirit our nation. Though 
the author may bit too optimistic, has given 
clear and reasonably complete treatment the prob- 
lem. High school civics teachers will find particu- 
larly useful for supplementary reading. 


Behrman, Portrait Max 
Random House. Oct. 317p. $6.00. (I) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—October 
Mr. Behrman first met Sir Maximilian Beerbohm 
the eve that illustrious man’s eightieth birthday 
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when visited him his home Rapallo, Italy; but 
Mr. Behrman had been admirer Max’s since his 
(Behrman’s) days school Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, and had read his works and much about him, 
had even tried for time make Zuleika Dobson, 
Max’s satiric novel life Oxford, into play for 
the Theater Guild. The respectful adulation shows 
through this outsize book, which quotes copiously 
from Beerbohm’s published works, his theater criticism, 
essays, and from his letters, and also quotes the octo- 
genarian hero several subjects which their several 
conversations ranged during series visits with him. 
The volume also liberally illustrated with reprints 
Sir Max’s caricatures the many famous persons 
knew and associated with his heyday, and with 
photographic portrait Sir Max frontispiece. This 
leisurely book and one that, spite seeming 
much over-expanded, recalls many long lost day and 
proves for those who not otherwise know its subject, 
that Max Beerbohm was far from being precocious 
young dandy, but was fact sharply discerning and 
cultivated judge his peers and their products. 
Index provided for all the many names mentioned. 


Crichton, Kyle Total Recoil 
Doubleday. Sept. 23,1960. 308p. $3.95. (I) 

Mr. Crichton, from his position editor Scribner’s 
Magazine and now both defunct, has met 
many prominent folk and visited many places, and gives 
the benefit his experiences this more less 
laconic collection reminiscences. There long 
account interview with Eugene O’Neill; another 
dinner party Charlie Chaplin’s when that actor 
was married Paulette Goddard; several recollections 
Tom Wolfe; interview with Lawrence; 
memories Crichton’s Scots-miner father and early 
days the mining towns Pennsylvania. There are 
many, many other bits and pieces, all tossed together 
with the abandon one uses with salad; and the result 
refreshing and easy take leave alone. 


Nathan, Robert The Weans 
Knopf. Oct. 10, 1960. 56p. $1.50. (1) 

This slim volume packs chuckle after chuckle its 
pages and the fun trenchant, satirical and yet good- 
humored. Purporting account archae- 
ological discoveries made representatives the 
Ruwenzori University Museum Kenya, about 7900 
gings into ancient civilizations produced archaeolo- 
gists our own time, with their guesses what shards 
and bones and incomplete inscriptions meant, and 
penetrating comment our own times. For the exca- 
vations reported have been made the Great West 
Salt Continent, once inhabited the Weans—a 
deduction from the fact that they had called them- 
selves US. disclose more would rob the reader 
most the fun. The Weans herewith recom- 
mended dandy spoof with nice tart taste. 


Chevalier, Maurice With Love 
Little, Brown. Oct. 6,1960. 424p. $5.00. (Ila) 


The memoirs the insouciant and enduring Maurice 
Chevalier have been told Eileen and Robert Mason 


Pollock, beginning with his early ventures into 
small neighborhood boites his neighborhood 
and through the present when the 
trouper seventy-two years engaged the 
Pagnol’s Fanny, with his old friend Charles Boye; 
among the co-stars. Chevalier’s first success 
brought him his first, and insists, his greatest 
with woman several years his senior; his only mar 
riage, however, was Yvonne Vallee and that ended 
divorce. There were other liaisons, with Nita 
the girl Francoise, and finally Nicole. But the 
interest the book the man himself: his 
war adventure, his troubles with false accusations 
giving aid and comfort the Nazis World War 
which was completely exonerated, and his brush 
with insanity period exhaustion between 


Blum, Daniel Theatre World: 1959-1960 
Chilton. Oct. 256p. $6.00. 

The sixteenth volume this series follows its predeces 
sors reporting the theater season just past, with 
page photographs and the production information, 
(cast, theater, run, technicians) for each the plays 
and musicals presented during that period 
Broadway and off-Broadway theaters. review 
promising personalities uncovered during 
sort “who’s who” the actors participating, and 
index make this valuable for libraries and for theater 


buffs. 


Alexandra, Queen (Yugoslavia) 

Prince Philip: Family 
Sept. 256p. $5.00. 
The prince the title the tall handsome gentleman 
from Greece who now married the gracious Queen 
Elizabeth England. The author, first cousin 
Philip, insists that babyhood she shared the same 
perambulator with him. She shows herself the 
sor friendly, chatty style and has filled her “por 
trait” with anecdotes the man she admires very 
much; even though some readers may slightly 
tated the great flow nonsensical irrelevant detail, 
the overall impression pleasant. The portrait she 
paints gallant youngster who was all-round 
athlete, sailor, naval officer time war, 
manly profile and gracious manner caused many 
romantic flutter damsels’ hearts all over the United 
Kingdom. given credit for bringing brave new 
ideas into the protocol the Royal Family and this 
often involved attempts remove the 
and absurdities that had encrusted the Customs the 
Court. Legally, Philip “one step behind the 
but reality her side, “neither nonentity 
described Prince Albert nor Svengali the 


Queen’s Trilby.” 
Buffalo, New York 


Hopkins, Joseph (Editor) 

Album American History: 1917-1953 
Oct. 10, 1960. $12.50 
Assisted Florett Robinson and Leroy 
Mr. Hopkins lists five and half pages 
ments others who have helped him compiling 
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this pictorial history recent American events, from 
the first draft 1917 the inauguration President 
Fisenhower, make this the fifth volume series 
planned and produced until his death eleven years 
ago James Truslow Adams. The editors have fol- 
Dr. Adams’ criteria selecting the pictures, 
photographs and, occasionally, cartoons: “Is the picture 
was made during the period represents; 
and does illustrate some significant aspect the life 
the times?” and have added another, “Was the artist 
and honest observer?” running text brief 
but adequate commentary linking the pictures one 
another their chronological sequence. This 
handsome volume which school and public libraries 
will wish add their shelves and which will 
much appreciated gift item for the Christmas season. 


Silber, Irwin (Editor) Songs the Civil War 
Columbia University Press. Sept. 26, 

fine contribution the approaching centennial 
the Civil War this collection songs compiled with 
text and with piano and guitar arrangements. The 
songs are divided into nine different categories, each 
category (or chapter) introduced with illuminating 
editorial comment the origin and significance each 
Pages 365 385 list the sources, references, 
index titles, index first lines, and general 
index, making this not only happy volume have 
near the piano, but valuable reference work. 


thoroughly well printed and strongly bound, that 


will lie open easily the piano rack any page. 


Gershwin, George and Ira 

The George and Ira Gershwin Song Book 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 1960. xiv+178p. $10.00. 
some not well known songs the making which 
Gershwin supplied the lyrics and George the music, 
this handsome and attractively prepared collection, 
presented ring-binder form within sturdy hard cover 
and protective case. Ira has supplied introductory 
“marginalia most the songs” and foreword; 
Milton Glaser responsible for the colorful and clever 
decoration; Dr. Albert Sirmay has made the piano and 
guitar arrangements. appendix lists all the songs 
George Gershwin, whether with lyrics Ira 
others, and gives brief information the shows and 
Motion pictures which they were used. im- 
pressive list, reaching from 1916 1946. This should 
popular and welcome gift item. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 


Heritage 

Thomas Jefferson and His World 
(Narrative Henry Moscow.) Golden Press. Oct. 
maps. $3.50. (American Heritage 
Junior Library) 
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With simplicity and clarity, associate editor Life 
International who also biographer Jefferson, ex- 
plains for the early teens the many-sided genius the 
man best known the author the Declaration 
Independence. After glimpse his childhood and 
student days, see the legislator, governor, foreign 
minister, inventor, engineer and scientist, agrarian, 
humanitarian, Secretary State and Chief Executive. 
His influence, direct indirect—on our decimal system 
currency, purchase Louisiana, laying out the 
national capital, abolition the national bank, extinc- 
tion the Tripolitan pirates, creation the Library 
Congress, adoption the Monroe Doctrine, and 
other decisions lasting benefit—is sketched lightly 
but adequately. the other hand, the failure the 
Embargo Act seems played down; his attitude 
toward states’ rights and its unfortunate culmination 
the Civil War explained away. But there enough 
about Jefferson the man make the reader feel his 
quality and his essential humanity. always this 
series, the bright, unhackneyed reproductions paint- 
ings, drawings, manuscripts, maps would reason 
enough buy the book. bibliography sources, 
reading list for young people and index complete 
the volume. 


Cavanna, Betty Accent April 
Morrow. 256p. $2.95. 


Stormy adolescence here focused Kathy McCall, 
sophomore private coed academy, and her older 
brother Jon, student the same school, the theme 
this story. Close companions childhood, their 
relationship became strained when Per Hedlund, 
Swedish exchange student, came live their home 
and Kathy successfully crashed her older brother’s set 
Per’s partner football dance. The rift widened 
when Kathy’s reporting for the school paper brought 
attention from Rad Cooper, the editor and Jon’s pal. 
was not closed her injudicious, unethical feature 
article involving the school’s science department, which 
brought severe reproach from school authorities and 
embarrassing notoriety her father. When Jon re- 
acted, later the year, with boorish behavior during 
basketball victory party, Kathy was dismayed and 
hurt. But confidential talk with her mother con- 
vinced her that all these storms were rooted jealousy 
and would eventually blow over; and that she herself 
was not blameless. After Jon rescued her from diffi- 
cult situation beatnik joint, where she went un- 
escorted get story for Rad, she was ready call 
truce. 


The author favorite with many high school girls. 
She gives good picture here the courtesy, formality 
and respect for education the exchange student 
compared with the informality and indifferent attitude 
his American contemporary. Though she portrays 
fairly typically aggressive sophomore girl conniving 
attract older boys, the picture sophomore pur- 
suing story beatnik coffee house less credible. 
And shame parents who could pass off lightly 


Dr. and Mrs. McCall. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 
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Chambers, Robert Warner 
and Alma Smith Payne 


(Drawings Lilli Mautner.) Scribner. 
216p. $3.50. 


New York University assistant professor and former 
public school supervisor describe the nature 
chemistry, some its pioneers, some its achieve- 
ments and the significance these have for mankind’s 
health and comfort, and some the problems still 
solved. the discussion, the chemistry fats, 
proteins and carbohydrates analyzed, the function 
enzymes, amino acids, hormones, vitamins and nucleic 
acids indicated. they promise their Preface, the 
authors speak the layman’s language, eliminating 
“chemical symbols, mathematical equations and other 
such tools the trade.” Where scientific terminology 
inevitable, they have for the most part provided brief 
definitions—but not always. (E.g., this reader could 
find definition identification unsaturated fatty 
acids, distinction between tartaric acid 
tartaric acid.) Throughout, analogy used tellingly 
clarify concepts, often comparison with motor car 
other familiar item. This particularly effective 
the sections dealing with enzymatic processes and car- 
bohydrate metabolism. Another plus mark goes the 
progress the chapters from very simple increas- 
ingly difficult phases. There index, but not 
complete. Nevertheless, spite weak spots, the 
book makes good introduction the 
should very useful for chemistry, biology and physi- 
ology classes, and for the ordinary intelligent adolescent 
interested his body processes. may also serve the 
writers’ aim awakening people the need for well- 
trained research scientists and the properly equipped 
laboratories where their work must done. There 
relatively little the subject, otherwise, for adolescents. 


From Cell Test Tube 
Sept. 20, 1960. 


Minnetonka Summer 
Aug. 1960. 125p. 


Dahl, Borghild 
Don Lambo.) Dutton. 


Setting out with the family for their annual summer 
vacation Lake Minnetonka Minnesota, Solveig 
Nordlund was age look forward more than 
boating, swimming and croquet with her younger 
brothers and sisters and all the chores delegated the 
eldest their large family. Appreciative her beau- 
tiful surroundings and interested reading, she had 
little time for either. She was shy and sensitive— 
sensitive her family’s Norwegian background and 
customs, their large family, their Norwegian friends 
unfashionable dress. She envied the two wealthy young 
guests she and her brother met the hotel where they 
picked mail, and was pleased but reluctant ac- 
cept invitation from them share day enter- 
tainment together. Her embarrassment increased when 
her mother insisted the entertainment must returned 
their home. Only after the visit was over, visit 
which all members the family took part, did Solveig 
realize their true worth and know that she possessed 
richness her family ties which the new friends missed 
and longed for. Younger high school girls will enjoy 
this simple warmhearted story Solveig, her family 
and friends. 
Frances Dowling 


Dolan, Edward 
Jenner and the Miracle 
Dodd. Sept. 1960. 242p. $3.50. 


early years, (except for very brief backward 
are by-passed, and the account begins with his 
apprenticeship the well established and crusty 
John Hunter London. The subject smallpox 
its accepted but untrustworthy palliative, inoculation, 
quickly introduced and well summarized. Then 
low the accepted intervals Dr. Jenner’s life 
study under other specialists, retirement county 
practice, marriage, awakening consciousness the 
ficance cowpox dairy maids, daring 
with the Phipps child, and the long struggle con 
vince the medical world and the man the street 
the effectiveness vaccination. Rather less space 
other writers have given devoted here 
controversy with Dr. William Woodville, foremost 
thority smallpox his day, and rather more 
putting down Dr. George Pearson’s claim have mad: 
the discovery vaccine and his questionable practice 
administering it. The recital honors and world 
acclaim that eventually came Jenner 
cally built up, though the final chapter about his las 
years and death leans bit toward the 
The whole makes satisfactory, easy-to-read introduc 
tion courageous and devoted benefactor 


kind. 


David 

Leonard Bernstein; Biography for 

People 
Chilton. Oct. 174p., photogs. $3.50. 
Enthusiastically, the Alger-like success story one 
America’s foremost musicians told fashion 
underscore the rewards which persistence and 
fidence may bring. begins dramatically with the 
25-year-old unknown’s triumph conducting for the 
first time and without previous rehearsal major 
phony orchestra. brilliantly did perform, 
are told, that made the front page, the 
column and the review section metropolitan news 
papers day when World War occupied 
first attention. The fascination which music held 
Bernstein child, the opposition his father, the 
compromises between them teachers and 
his entering Harvard, his musical activities during the 
four collegiate years, are all entertainingly described, 
the discouraging period which followed when 
seemed there was place for him the 
world. With his appointment assistant 
the New York Philharmonic, however, his path 
straight fulfillment and world renown. Most his 
international successes are briefly mentioned, are his 
compositions and formal awards. list his 
and another his recordings are appended. 
the most appealing feature the book the 
ability make see the dynamic, outgoing, 
saturated musician, devotee modern serious 
but equally home with jazz 
practicing Jew, and man many diverse 
Young people have met him 
teen-age musicians with without aspirations 
musical career, well any young reader who want 
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well informed and entertained the same time, 
will enjoy the volume. factual biography, 
read effortlessly. 


Jack Fire the Valley 
Longmans. July 27,1960. 156p., photogs. $3.75. 


May, 1956, four-day forest fire nearly wiped out 
the region around Sudbury, Ontario, endangering lives 
and swiftly destroying 12,000 acres woodland, prop- 
game and fish preserves, and upsetting badly the 
economy the area which depended largely sports- 
men and vacationers for income. newspaper reporter 
and public relations man uses fictitious characters 
show the play-by-play operation which was necessary 
the conflagration. readiness the afternoon 
asmall Indian boy hurriedly discarded forbidden and 
burning cigarette was disaster plan costing mil- 
lions dollars for just such emergencies, army 
men, supply equipment which ranged from food, 
blankets, tents, jeeps, hose lines, pumps, and boats 
such specialities “well trucks,” water-bomb planes 
and water-tank planes, all deployed strategically 
though the conflict were war between nations. The 
pace the fire, the startling developments, the changes 
strategy meet these, the people involved various 
points, all make exciting, direful reading what might 
have been other hands merely collection statis- 
Young readers, whether fire buffs no, will also 
take home the implied warning about the destruction 


act selfishness carelessness can cause. 


Hamre, Leif Edge Disaster 
(Translated from the Norwegian Evelyn Ramsden.) 
Harcourt. Oct. 12, 1960. 125p. $2.75. 


The Norwegian Air Force lieutenant-colonel who wrote 
the taut, well-plotted Leap Into Danger gives here 
four further episodes the flying experiences Lieu- 
tenant Peter Hovden and Flight Commander Geir 
Grand. the first, Peter comes perilously close 
colliding with his Flight Commander. the second, 
his oxygen supply fails and blacks out, eventually 
sufficiently ditch the plane and save 
his life, but not before five seconds elapse between his 
half-conscious scream and his pulling the handle the 
discharge mechanism. This brings him before the 


Crash Commission whose favorable verdict does noth- 
ing remove the doubt the boy’s own mind 


whether safe flyer. Then there pleasant, 
lighthearted interlude concerned with “Operation 
Escape,” which group flyers through ex- 
escaping the Civil Defense, police and other 
“enemies,” part their training against comparable 
real situations. And finally there Flight Commander 
Grand’s simulated accident the air, which turns into 
the real thing but which accomplishes its purpose 
removing Peter’s doubt about his ability react cor- 
and speedily emergency. Slighter con- 
tent and less compelling its thesis challenge suc- 
cessfully met, this still good reading for the aviation 
fan. the earlier book, final chapter explains 
the Norwegian Air Force structure and the aviation 
terms which bear the action. 
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Cynthia Caxton’s Challenge 
the author.) World. Sept. 19, 1960. 254p. 
Already acclaimed for her rich portrayal 15-16th 
century England her stories the wool trade (Nich- 
olas and the Wool Pack), Dick Whittington’s London 
(The Drawbridge Gate) and George Washington’s 
ancestors (Stars Fortune), this first-class writer has 
topped her former books with story England’s first 
printer. happy blend social history and youth- 
ful adventure. Central figure Bendy (short for Bene- 
dict), youngest son well-to-do scrivener who has 
turned his business handwritten books over his 
two older sons and himself turned private scribe 
table St. Paul’s Cathedral. Out resentment to- 
ward the new-come printers, these older sons attempt 
freeze William Caxton out business cornering 
the paper stock which the latter, well other book 
makers, must import. Unfortunately, the rascal who 
diverts shipments meant for Caxton also deep 
Lancastrian conspiracy seize the throne, fact young 
Bendy discovers his capacity apprentice Cax- 
ton. Bendy, too, who considerable danger 
himself thwarts his brothers’ attempt steal Sir 
Thomas Malory’s Arthurian manuscript which both 
scriveners and printers want publish. 


The author’s hand never becomes heavy she intro- 
duces just enough detail make her reader see what 
life must have been like different age and under 
wholly different economy: the boys’ school for St. 
Paul’s choristers; the city’s business transactions con- 
ducted the cathedral; the home where family living 
and business went under the same roof; the polite- 
ness young people showed perforce their elders; the 
deeply believing spirit which expressed itself casual 
speech and act; the filthy streets, canals and otherwise 
primitive sanitation; river pirates and dishonest customs 
officials; great cathedrals, chapels and abbeys; and the 
ghost defunct chivalry. The story never de- 
pressing. Rather, lively and well plotted, the in- 
formative phases never interfering with the action. 
Each move reasonable, plausible, proceeding logically 
from postulated previous situations. For example, 
Bendy does not tell his father his brothers’ involve- 
ment with smugglers because never permitted 
criticize them and his father would not believe him 
such case anyway. spite their elders’ precautions, 
the boy and fellow apprentice are benighted and mis- 
led into taking the wrong road, when they searching 
for the Malory manuscript, because they dare not fol- 
low the stipulated itinerary for fear the wrath 
the Malory heir’s guardian. Each character distinct 
and nicely rounded, the types being well balanced. 
However brief part each plays, seems real and 
life-like. So, too, with the line drawings and excellent 
period maps which help the reader visualize the set- 
ting. For the adult, perhaps the most enjoyable feature 
the Postscript which the author cunningly tells her 
readers they “can read not you like.” she 
separates real from fictitious characters, tells how she 
located her material and came decision about the 
man who wrote the story the Holy Grail and yet 
was the same rogue who escaped from two prisons and 
died third. Whether young readers have yet heard 
Caxton not, any one them who has read the 
King Arthur stories should have this book. 
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Johnson, Annabel and Edgar 
Harper. Sept. 231p. $2.95. 


story about Montana coal mining during the early 
years the 20th century, young Jeff Danvers found 
himself deep the Bearcat Mine, picking coal, 
result the fine game had played with succession 
school teachers—playing dumb bait them. The 
trouble was that had overplayed his hand with the 
newest teacher, Ben Thurston, who gave him such poor 
grades that his father took him out school. Though 
Jeff and his family had suffered for years from the 
dishonest practices management, (scrip discounted 
75% the company store, poor housing, unemploy- 
ment, arbitrary dismissals the report company 
spies), now really saw operation. first, 
Ben Thurston’s deliberate help thinking things 
through almost stiffened spines enough organize the 
miners; but Ben was twice beaten up, Jeff found his life 
endangered, and the Deacon had thoroughly bam- 
boozled the town again before company owners took 
over. justice rendered, Jeff decided repeat his 
eighth grade work and maybe even high school. 


The authors’ laudable purpose writing thesis story 
successful far showing the advantage pre- 
serving self respect, making individual decisions without 
yielding external pressure, resisting the violence that 
unionism might involve. harder accept their 
hypothesis that boy can have deceived youthful asso- 
ciates, family, teachers and neighbors into thinking 
“back’ard,” when can perform ably tricking 
spy, rescuing Ben Thurston, working out involved 
arithmetic problem before group skeptical adults. 
What does come through impressively the hard lot 
helpless miners time when neither management 
nor government protected them and they had not yet 
united their own cause. 


Lewis, Hilda Here Comes Harry 
(Illustrated William Stobbs.) Criterion. Sept. 30, 1960. 
261p. $3.50. 

early page tells that William Gregory’s Chronicle 
London contains the words, “Then the Archbishop 
Canterbury made proclamation ‘Sirs, here 
comes Harry, King Henry the Vth’s asking the 
crown this realm right and descent 
The story the boy king’s crowning, both England 
and France, and his lonely, unhappy life, told 
another, fictitious, Harry. This latter, Harry Rush- 
den, ten years old when the boy-king was born, the 
penniless son knight who died Agincourt fighting 
for Henry Apprenticed his mother rich 
goldsmith who also newly made knight, the older 
Harry thwarts plot abduct the child king and 
comes the royal notice. the three-cornered 
struggle among the Duke Gloucester, Cardinal Beau- 
fort and the Duke Bedford for the shaping the 
young king and control the kingdom until most 
France lost and the king married Margaret 
Anjou, Harry Rushden the only disinterested friend 
has. Meanwhile young Rushden’s own story de- 
velops: knighted Henry VI, recovers his estate 
from his greedy master, marries his lady-love, and sets 
goldsmith’s shop with his former supervisor. 


her Afterword, the author refers briefly the his- 
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Best 


torical facts she has incorporated into the tale and 
interpretation those facts. though they 
Henry Lancaster’s reputation for saintliness, gift 
prophecy, cruelly disciplined upbringing and early 
ration from his mother, handled here, awaken 
response from the reader. She more successful 
picturing imaginary encounter with Joan Ar, 
and Henry’s rationalizing the justice her death. 
story makes well-rounded, full-bodied tale, but 
whole the characters are less appealing than those 
her very successful junior novel about Isabelle, the child 
bride Richard II, which she called The 


Falcon. 


Nordyke, Lewis Nubbin 
(Illustrated John Alan Maxwell.) Doubleday. Sept. 
1960. 264p. $3.95. 

Texas boyhood spent heavily mortgaged 
acre farm, 1909-1919, narrated one seven chil 
dren who would considered underprivileged toda 
but who here makes seem blissful, 
thing, the children were blessed with hard-working 
versatile and fiddling father, ingenious, warmhearted 
though tuberculous mother. For another, though 
time they had only one-room house, they had 
outdoors roam in. The nostalgic, roseate account 
that childhood recalls the one-room, single-teacher 
school where the same instructor taught ten grades; the 
trapping and hunting which provided meat for 
table; the various adult “characters” who gave 
and spice daily existence, whether hermit, 
preacher, ancient owner haunted house, man 
never laughed, others. Coloring the entire account 
the ever-present struggle for survival 
many forms: avoid rattlers; operate the farm 
spite boll weevil, drought, storm and hail, rat inve 
sion and influenza epidemic; make the most 
episodes deal with practical jokes played adults, the 
piece string, scrap cloth, bee tree, wild edible 
plant. Far from grim, the tale rollicking incidental 
folklore and folk medicine the region 
comet really worried them, however), the network 
broadcast via open telephones his father’s fiddling 
the annual Sears-Roebuck order, picnics, final days 
school and adult spelling bees. The author particu 
larly happy two respects: makes his reader 
part the magic flower, bird and beast which 
the young boy knew; and, though sketches his char 
acters lightly, their personalities are clear and real 
every case. 


Norton, Alice Mary 
Shadow Hawk, Andre Norton (pseud.) 
Oct. 12, 1960. 237p. $3.50. 


Departing once again from her customary and 
science-fiction the author assays her skill the his 
torical fiction field. And exciting foray proves 
be. Egypt the 16th century, B.C., still the strangle 
hold the Hyksos invader, provides period and 
ting. Kamose, the Pharaoh who (she says) was the 
first attempt break that stranglehold, motivates 
the action. The story told obliquely through the 
ventures Rahotep, son the Viceroy Nubia, 


Harcourt. 


OcTOBER 


elder 
repe 

the 
plot 
cused 
fore 
spies out 
plans 

moves 
showing 
intrig 
many 
the assig 
characte 
central 
gratef 
torical 
mendou 
horse-dr 
aids 

could 
learning 
mental 

who 
mended. 


Rathjer 
Funk. 


that sor 
teresting 
tines 
vans 
even 
The ch: 
main 
landscay 
dict, 
the owr 
suitor, 
and the 
many 
gets ove 
late, 
our her 
seems 
central 
one 


Harper. 


aken 
Ar, 
but 
those 
the child 


Sept. 


aged 
even 

For 
for 
had 
le-teacher 
the 
for the 
ave color 
it, revival 
man who 
account 
farm 
rat inve 
every 
dults, the 
edible 


ncidental 
network 
fiddling, 
days 
particu 
ader feel 
which 
his char 
real 


the his 
and 
was the 
notivates 
whos 


15, 1960 


brother’s refusal answer Pharaoh’s call for help 
repelling the Hyksos causes Rahotep lead tiny 
company archers and older friend from 
the famed Desert Scouts Thebes. There foils 
plot against Kamose’s life, though mistakenly ac- 
the murder the latter’s father and there- 
marked for death the plotters. Escaping, 
gies out the land inside the nearest Hyksos stronghold, 
plans the strategy for Egyptian attack, destroys the 
Commander Thousand. Action-packed, the story 
moves with speed and dispatch. Confidence the 
the setting lent subsidiary action 
the power the priesthood, the atmosphere 
intrigue and counter-intrigue, the pleasant custom 
helping older leaders out the world, the references 
many and diverse gods worshiped different races, 
the assigning Rahotep black leopard cub. The 
characters are cardboard, often just names, though the 
figure better defined than the rest. The reader 
grateful for the introductory note explaining the his- 
torical background and figures and mentioning the tre- 
mendous advantage the Hyksos invaders had their 
chariots. list principal characters 
keeping straight the unfamiliar names. One 
have wished, however, for some reference the 
and inventiveness the Egyptians this 
period when practically all the rest the world was 
mental darkness. the young person who wants 
happen almost every paragraph and 
who welcomes unfamiliar scene, the book recom- 
mended. 


Rathjen, Carl Henry Haunted Highway 


Funk. Sept. 218p. $2.95. 

story the trucking industry and the hijacking 
that sometimes plagues it, get good deal in- 
teresting information about procedures, business, rou- 
tines and headaches that are part its day-to-day 
management. The skills necessary drive the monster 
vans are neatly brought out the narrative and might 
even carry over intelligent driving any vehicle. 
The characters are not skillfully handled; they re- 
main two-dimensional. Moreover, they clutter the 
landscape, what with illegal immigrant, dope ad- 
dict, cut-throat competitor who the same time 
the owner’s former partner and his wife’s unsuccessful 
suitor, extrovert shipping broker with persecution 
mania, dishonest insurance investigator, malevolent 
plus hijackers, Federal agents, men 
and the fire department. surprisingly, with that 
many individuals rushing through the pages, the action 
gets overcrowded, important characters are introduced 
late, and trite situations build crisis imperilling 
our hero for yet another time. Which matter for 
since the background the trucking industry 
authentic and the teen-aged boy who the 
central figure likeable person, heir the parental 
misunderstandings his years, and floundering from 
one suspicion another clue and still another lead 
aseries highpowered incidents. 


Mary 
The Beautiful Friend, and Other Stories 
Harper. 179p. $2.75. 
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Nine short stories, all previously published magazine 
form and all but one about girls young women. Most 
them center boy-girl relationships, some family 
insensitivity, and one the female predator. Written 
with light hand, they not probe deeply the 
author’s junior novels, yet are sound and convincing 
their depiction the emotional tempests young 
people blow up. The title story has surprise Cin- 
derella ending almost a-typical Miss Stolz’ other 
works, which makes good bait entice the girl reader 
into pushing the following tales. And, always 
with this writer, the reader leaves her book admiring 
and pleased with her feeling for words, her thrifty 
economy using them, and her ability convey per- 
sonality and mood. 


Rosemary Knight’s Fee 
(Illustrated Charles Keeping.) Walck. Sept. 21, 1960. 
$3.50. 

always good news when new Sutcliff title ap- 
pears. The author’s skill building responsive mood 
her readers, creating atmosphere based authen- 
tic historical fact, and arousing sympathetic under- 
standing her characters unique. Though her 
characters may have lived centuries ago, their problems 
are universal and fresh those today’s hot-rodder. 
her latest junior novel she has chosen the turn 
the 11th century for her period, almost years after 
the Battle Hastings. The Normans are solidly en- 
trenched England, William Rufus the throne, 
and his brothers Robert and Henry are engaged 
trying overreach each other. Randall the Bastard, 
the Thief, ten-year-old dogboy who sleeps with his 
hounds and eats what can scrounge from the kitch- 
ens, accidentally startles the new Lord Arundell’s 
stallion. For the disturbance that follows threat- 
ened with beating the new earl, but intervention 
the minstrel the latter’s son saves his hide and 
sends him off new life under the tutelage Sir 
Everard d’Aguillon, Lord the Honour Dean. His 
life Dean, his response d’Aguillon’s affection for 
him, the strong bonds that develop between him and 
Bevis, d’Aguillon’s son, the training the young 
squires, (Randall does not hope for knighthood, know- 
ing that landless knights lead chancy, miserable exist- 
ence), the Saxon manor folk whose outward Chris- 
tianity overlays darker pagan instincts, the feel for field 
and animal and bird, the interweaving historical per- 
sons, battles, customs, even costume: these are the rich 
colorful successes the book. But the plot sub- 
stantial, too. Chiefly concerns Randall’s involve- 
ment first plot oust d’Aguillon from the Honour 


.of Dean, conspirator who has heard country rumors 


ancient grave the holding, said filled 
with gold; and, later, Randall’s participation the 
Battle Tenchebrai 1106, which foiled Duke 
Robert’s intervention English affairs but cost Bevis 
his life the hands the same conspirator. This was 
the fee which Randall paid for knighthood the dying 
Bevis’ hand and for the baronial holding which 
succeeded. There the same poignancy here found 
elsewhere the Sutcliff books, the unspoken declara- 
tion that nothing life comes free, that honor and 
right action count for more than tangible reward; but 
that compensations come, too. very satisfying book 
for thoughtful young readers. 
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Advance Ratings 
(Complete reviews will next issue) 

Carroll, Gladys Hasty With Home 
Little, Brown. Oct. 11, 1960. 00. 
Hodder-Williams, Christopher Final Approach 
Doubleday. Oct. 1960. 260p. $3.95. (IIa) 
MacGregor, James Incident Over the Pacific 
Doubleday. Oct. 1960. 286p. $3.95. (IIa) 

Purdy, James The Nephew 
Straus Cudahy. Oct. 1960. 210p. $3.95. 
Spicer, Bart The Day Before Thunder 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 26, 1960. 348p. $4.50. (I) 
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Shirer, William 
The Rise and Fall the Third 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 17, 1960. 1245p. 


(IIa) 

Stevenson, The Musgrave 
Holt, Rinehart Winston. Sept. 29, 1960. 
$3.75. (I) 

Walker, David When the High Winds Bloy 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 10, 1960. 536p. 
Irwin, Margaret That Great 
Harcourt, Brace. Sept. 30, 320p. 


Burgess, Alan Seven Men 
Dutton. 13, 1960. $3.95. 
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